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Introduction 

A fourth season of excavations at Tel Achziv (previous IAA permits nos. G-64/2014; 

G-67/2015; G-71/2016) resumed a joint project. An international group of 

archaeologists and scientists from the Nelson Glueck School of Biblical Archaeology 

- Hebrew Union College (HUC), Jerusalem, the French Research Center at Jerusalem 

(CRFJ) and Lyon University 2 supported by the HUC and the French Foreign Affair 

Office (Ministry for Europe and Foreign Affairs) (Figs. 1, 2). 

 

Fig. 1: Map of sites along the eastern Mediterranean coast. 

 

The 2017 excavation at Achziv lasted three weeks, between July 2 and 21. Forty 

volunteers, French, Russians, Australians and Israelis, took part in the project.  
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Fig. 2: Aerial view of Tel Achziv looking southeast.  

 

Our 2017 season resumed excavation at two previous areas: Area N at the 

northwestern corner of the mound and Area C at the northwestern part of the national 

park, close to the Eli Avivi compound. A new excavation area (Area F) was opened to 

the north of Area C adjacent to the northern fence of the national park (Fig. 3). 

Previous excavations at Area N yielded considerable archaeological evidence for the 

existence of a massive structure in the northwestern part of the mound. Based on 

ceramic material the architectural remains at Area N were dated with certainty to the 

MBIIb-c with several stratigraphical sub-phases. A possible conflagration layer was 

detected in the transition between the MBIIb and the MBIIc layers. During the 2016 

excavation season at Area N, it became apparent that the structure is built of terraces 

abutting the natural kurkar rock near the sea – a realization that raised doubts 

concerning the function of the structure as a fortification system. In light of this, our 

main purpose at Area N was to clarify the nature and function of this MBII structure.  

Excavation at Area C resumed in squares C1 and C2, where previously Late Roman 

period architectural features and objects were unearthed. This year we decided to 

avoid excavating Square C4 in which substantial architectural and material culture 

assemblage, including a unique anthropomorphic mask mold, dated to the IAIIa had 

been discovered. This decision derived from our will to expand the exposure of the 

IAIIa structure to the east and from the existence of an asphalt road and the park's 



- 4-  

 

infrastructures that prevent us from expanding our dig in the meantime. Instead, a new 

square, Square C3 was opened between Square C2 to the south and Square C4 to the 

north in order to create a stratigraphic and an architectural sequence.  

Farther to the north, a third new area, was opened in the northern edge of the national 

park – Area F. Here, we made an attempt to track the northern border of the Bronze 

and Iron Age settlements. Located down the slope, in the lower part of the mound, we 

hoped to reach significant archaeological results without having to cope with modern 

fills and later intrusions.  

Architectural plans and sections were drawn by Slava Pirsky and Sergey Alon  

Photos were taken by Michael Jasmin unless otherwise is stated.  

 

Benchmarks: 

Area C 11.90 m. 

Area F 11.22 m.  

Area N 11.12 m.  

 

 

Fig. 3: Achziv excavation areas, summer 2017. 
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Area C 

Area Supervisors: Chloé Schmidt and Blandine Bernard 

 

General Overview and Previous Exploration 

Situated in the northwestern part of the national park, close to Eli Avivi's compound 

and not far from the excavation area of Prausnitz's team from 1963-1964, Area C was 

first opened in summer 2015, the 2017 excavations resumed in three squares (squares 

C1, C2 and C3). The area was dug by a group of 14 students under supervision of 

Chloé Schmidt and Blandine Bernard.  

Following the probing and cleaning activities that took place at Area C in 2016, this 

season focused in the archaeological remains from the IAII. In order to do so we had 

to excavate below the pavements and walls of two domestic buildings that had been 

uncovered in squares C1 and C2 and that were dated to the Late Roman Period. As in 

previous years excavation in these squares started by removing the fills and geo-

textile covering the squares and by replacing the Utah bags.  

A third square, Square C3, was opened between Square C2 to the south and Square 

C4 to the north. Its upper fills were removed by a tractor in the first day of excavation. 

Due to the existence of floors associated with the pre-1948 houses of the Arab village 

ez-Zib, our dig this year concentrated in the eastern part of the Square C3, to the east 

of the park pipes that crossed the entire square. Our purpose here was to create a 

continuity between the three already excavated squares.  
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Fig. 4: Area C, general plan. 
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Fig.5: Section C1-C1, view to west. 
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Description of the Archaeological Evidence 

No architectural or other remains of Phases C1 (the pre-1948 village of ez-Zib) and of 

Phase C2 (the Ottoman period) were excavated this year. A 20 cm topsoil layer that 

was removed from Square C3 by the tractor in the first day of the dig. This layer 

contained a late modern fill. Following this and in light of the existence of the pre-

1948 houses in the other three squares at Area C, Square C3 was divided into an 

eastern and a western parts and excavation concentrated mainly in its eastern part.  

In this square a layer of brown loose soil mixed with small stones and much ceramic 

material and animal bones were found. Two handles of storejars bearing Rhodian seal 

impressions were found here as well, though most of the ceramic material was mixed.  

In addition, the excavators removed the baulk that separated squares C1 and C2 

(L660) in order to reach the head of the Late Roman wall (W348) and to connect the 

two squares. Adjacent to it, the remains of a modern wall (W701) running parallel to 

W312 and the head of W348 was unearthed. Removal of this baulk yielded mixed 

material, most of which was dated to the Late Roman Period (Phase C3).  

 

Fig. 6: Area C, an aerial view to the north.  
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Phase C3 

Following cleaning, the excavators dismantled the pavements (L625=L664 in Square 

C1) and installations (the circular feature of L353 in Square C1) associated with the 

Late Roman Period in Square C1. The fill below this feature consisted of soft light 

brown soil mixed with small stones and body sherds of the Late Roman period. 

Excavation at this point focused on exposing the foundations of walls dated to the 

Late Roman Period (W348; W641; W642; W643 and W644). Below the stone 

pavement and the fill several well cut rectangular stones organized in one course were 

found. These stones seem to represent the remains of an IAII wall (W702). 

 

 

Fig. 7: W702 of the IAII below the foundations of Late Roman walls (W641; W642) 

and their associated stone pavement, 

 

A sounding in the eastern part of Square C1 (L673) measuring 5 x 1.4 m yielded 

concentration of animal bones in its southeastern corner of the probe and a metal ring 

(No. 4037/1) associated with the bones. Mixed sherds, shells, charcoal and red burnt 

soil were found there as well.  

Later on the sounding was extended to the rest of Square C1 exposing a fill consisting 

of light brown loose soil with many different inclusions: bones, shells, charcoal and 

mudbrick remains (L673). Most of the ceramic material was dated to the Late Roman 

Period including a complete juglet (No. 4236/1), a bowl (No. 40242/1) and a 

fragmentary juglet (No. 4060/1) and a lamp (No. 4061/1).   
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Phase C4 

New evidence for the stratigraphy of Iron Age II Achziv came to light this year in our 

excavation of Area C. Thus far, our remains for this period concluded in Square C4 

where the unique plastered features and rich IAIIa assemblage were found. 

Excavation below the floors level of squares C1 and C2 uncovered substantial 

remains from the IAIIb-c. 

A well built wall oriented at northwest-southeast dominated the central part of Square 

C2 (W611). The wall is built of rectangular stones laid as headers. W611 crosses the 

entire square from northwest to southeast and continues into the eastern and the 

western sections. A row of medium sized fieldstones (smaller than the stones of 

W611) were found laid along the southwestern face of W611. 

 

Fig. 8: Aerial view of Square C2, to the west. IAII W611 at the center and the stone 

pavement of L691 abutting it from south.    

 

The area to the north and to the south of W611 was divided into two loci: L679 in the 

north and L674 in the east and west.  

In the north, L679 consists of brown soil mixed with some white inclusions. Two 

rectangular stones lay as headers in the same orientation of W611 were unearthed 

adjacent to the northeastern corner (W689). Large indicative sherds of the IAII were 

excavated in what seems to be a fill.  
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To the east and west of W611, L674 is located some 10 cm above the level of L679. It 

consists of light brown-grayish material, sift and easy to dig. Remains of a cooking 

pot, a krater and some other IAII vessels were here below the collapse of big 

boulders.  

Archaeological evidence for the destruction of Phase C4 was found immediately to 

the north of W348. Collapse of large stones, some of which rectangular dressed and 

that seem to had fallen from an adjacent building located to the north or to the 

northeast. Two concentrations of ash were detected at the center of Square C2.  

Additional collapse of well dressed stones was detected in the southwestern and 

southeastern corners of the square.  

Excavation in the southern part of the square, below three walls that were dated to the 

Late Roman Period (W643; W644; W645) and some 2.2 m below surface, revealed 

two courses of well-dressed stones laid as headers in a northeast-southwest orientation 

(W703). Three complete vessels: a juglet, a bowl and a storejar with sharply carinated 

shoulder of the type found at Stratum IV at Tel Keisan, were located at the bottom of 

the dressed stones. It seems that the stones originally belonged to an IAII wall that 

used as a foundation to a house in the late Roman period. No clear floor was 

associated with the IAII wall.  

 

Fig. 9: W703, two courses of well-dressed stones laid as headers from the IAII below 

and near the corner of W644 and W643 of the Late Roman period. 
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Not far, adjacent to the northeastern edge of the IAII wall, the smashed body of a 

storejar was found (L698). Based on ceramic parallels, the pottery found here 

supports dating the structure to the seventh century BCE.   

A similar architectural picture repeated in the northern part of the square, where two 

well-dressed stones built two courses, were encountered parallel to the previous IAII 

wall in the south. Here, remains of a collapse were discovered as well. IAII pottery 

sherds mixed with brown hard packed soil were found throughout the entire square.  

A small yet deep pit in the southeastern corner of Square C1 contained the remains of 

an unarticulated skeleton of a cow including its jaw and ribs. Bones belonging to the 

same cow continued to appear in the eastern baulk, although in a lesser quantity.  

A complete juglet (Hellenistic/IA?) and an open carinated bowl with a splayed rim 

were uncovered along the western wall of the probe.  

Removal of the baulk between squares C1 and C2 and excavation in Square C2, 

exposed the northern faces of the three walls associated with Phase C3 of the late 

Roman period (W348; W641; W642). W348 is built of fieldstones filled with mortar. 

Some fallen stones leaning against the northeastern part of the wall attest to its 

collapse. At this point, the northwestern part of Square C2 was left covered by a later 

thick fill (ca. 1.2 m thick) of gravel and pebbles.  

Immediately below the collapse and a fill of brown soil, remains of another wall that 

crosses the square from northwest to southeast were revealed (W611). This wall is 

built of two courses supported by a row of large sized fieldstones to its southwest.  

The area to the southwest of W611 was paved by cobbles and some large stones 

(L683) – a pavement that its northeastern part is disturbed by a later pit. Remains of 

the heavy collapse can be seen in the eastern baulk. No similar pavement was detected 

in the area to the northeast of W611. Rather, a soft brown soil, ashy in some parts, 

mixed with some IAII ceramic sherds, was excavated here (L699).  
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Fig. 10: L699 to the northeast of W611 – a soft brown soil, ashy in some parts, mixed 

with some IAII ceramic sherds.  

 

Two well-dressed rectangular stones, similar to those of W611 and to those found in 

Square C1 were uncovered in the northeastern corner of Square C2. 

While clearing the northern baulk of Square C2, four courses of well-dressed 

rectangular stones that were dated to the IAII were exposed (W620). These courses 

are contemporary with the IAII wall (W689) though higher than the level of W689, 

indicating the location of stairs or a terrace, maybe the entrance to an IAII structure.  

 



- 14-  

 

 

Fig.11: Four courses of well-dressed rectangular stones from the IAII (W620). Note 

the well-dressed rectangular stone of W689 to the right and the remains of a 

conflagration at the bottom.  

 

An answer to this puzzling architectural layout was partially provided by the 

excavation of Square C3 wherein the southern face of W620 was exposed. Here, we 

discovered the entrance to an IAII structure that was built in a northeast-southwest 

axis and that its parts were detected in squares C1 and C2. The eastern part of a well-

dressed threshold was found, its western part seems to continue into the section.  

Remains of a collapse consisting of medium to large sized stones were found some 60 

cm below topsoil and immediately to the north of W620. Several big boulders were 

found scattered along the eastern baulk of Square C3 (L688). This collapse is 

delimited by a stone wall (W684) in its northwest. The wall, four courses of which 

were preserved is built of boulders, not similar to the well-dressed stones of the IAII 

building found in squares C1 and C2.  
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Fig.12: An aerial view of Square C3 to the west (Square C2 to its south). At the 

center, the upper course of W620 with a well cut entrance. Note the stone debris to the 

north of W620 (W688) and the later wall (W684) superimposing it.  

 

Situated to the north of W684, another wall was found. This stone wall is built of two 

courses, oriented in an east-west axis (W694). An open space containing yellowish 

material, mixed with sherds and gray soil, most likely used as an entrance.  

 

Fig. 13: A two courses IAII stone wall (W694) in Square C3, to the north of the grand 

IAII Phoenician structure.  
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Phase C5 

Archaeological remains for the existence of yet an earlier layer of the IAIIb that pre-

dated the impressive architectural remains in Area C have been uncovered, so far, in 

one location only.  

In square C2, immediately below the lower course of W611, an ashy layer containing 

carbonized and non-carbonized wood, as well as some IAIIb ceramics was found. 

Though limited, these remains imply a violent event, maybe a destruction of a 

stratigraphical phase that predated Phase C4. The pottery from this area suggests an 

IAIIb date, hence later than that of Phase C5 of the ninth century found in Square C4 

to the north.  
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Area F 

Area Supervisors: Diane Fabre and Josselin Pinot 

 

General Overview and Previous Exploration 

First opened on July 3
rd

, 2017, Area F is located in the northern edge of Achziv's 

national park, to the north of Area C. Two squares measuring 4 x 4 m each were 

opened here with 1 m baulk left on each size. Squares' dimensions were dictated by 

the field's condition. The squares were oriented at an east-west axis, with no baulk 

between them. All in all the excavated area encompassed 32 sq m. Nine volunteers 

worked here. 

Area F was initially opened as part of our attempts to reconstruct the ancient 

morphology of Tel Achziv. Situated in the lower part of the mound along its northern 

margins and close to the northern fence of the Eli Avivi compound, the aim of 

opening Area F was in order to trace the edge of the ancient site and its original 

perimeter that are no longer visible due to massive earth operations conducted by the 

National Park Authorities in order to develop the park during the 1970's.  

 

Description of the Archaeological Evidence 

Phase F1 

Ancient materials including large limestones mixed with much pottery emerged 

immediately, less than 5 cm, below surface. The foundation layer of what seemed to 

be a stone wall (W802), one course of which was preserved. The wall, 1.3 m long and 

0.58 m wide, consisted of small to medium sized stones, organized in a row along the 

wall’s eastern face. A foundation trench made of dark brown-gray soil mixed with 

stones was found immediately to its east. The wall is cut by a small “pocket” (L810) 

containing modern glass. No ceramic remains were found here.  

A relatively round feature consisting of dark brown soil mixed with large to medium-

sized stones containing mixed pottery (L805) was found in the northwestern corner of 

Square F1. The area to the east of W802 was occupied by a late sandy fill (L807). A 

complete juglet dated to the IAII was found along the southern baulk (L809).  

A standing feature made of stone; roughly carved and encircled by smaller stones and 

some body sherds (L801) was found nearby.  
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 The easternmost part of Square E2 contained topsoil mixed with brown gravel and 

Late Roman pottery. Two relatively thick plaster lines were found within the 

mudbrick layer (L807) to the north of the complete juglet. The function and use of 

these lines have not been clarified.  

It seems that the above mentioned remains should be associated with a modern fill 

that covered the remains of the village ez-Zib during the creation of the National Park. 

Water pipes and channels approved this assumption. With the absence of proper 

documentation of the infrastructure and fill, the excavators of Achziv are doomed to 

face this kind of discoveries.  

This modern fill was found in changing levels throughout the entire excavated area 

consisted of dark brown soil mixed with some small stones and ancient pottery 

(L816).   

 

Phase F2 

Significant ancient architectural remains appeared some 50 cm below surface, along 

the western baulk. Two huge limestone monoliths were found leaning towards west, 

delimited by two standing stones to the north and to the south each and surrounded by 

medium sized field stones. 

 

Fig. 14: The stone feature, a view to east. Note the two monoliths leaning west.  

 

The southern slab measures 1.13 x 1 m (20 cm thick).  
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The northern slab measures 1.4 x 0.8 m (60 cm thick). It presented a round shallow 

concaved depression in its eastern part, perhaps a point of libation. Two smaller slabs 

connected the two slabs and by that created a continuous flat surface leaning to the 

west. At this point it became clear that the stone slabs seal something below it.  

A burnt orange mudbrick appeared leaning against the southwestern side of this stone 

feature (L814).  

The southern part of the feature was covered by some smaller stones that were 

floating whereas the northern edge of the stone feature was blocked by an additional 

slab that was placed standing. The measurements of the northern stone: 0.8 m length x 

0.14 m width x 0.6 m height. Large body sherds were found in the fill to the east of 

the stone feature including the remains of a storejar and handles (L816). The area to 

the west of the stone feature contained a similar fill with less pottery (L813).  

Following the removal of the two huge slabs and the flat stones, a rectangular feature 

appeared. Built of field stones, this feature presents the plan of a cist grave, typical of 

the IAII and quite similar to the graves excavated by Prausnitz at Area E, in the 

nearby compound of Eli Avivi.  

Situated less than 50 m away from Prausnitz’s Area E, the grave (Grave 1) is oriented 

in a north-south axis. It measures 3.05 x 2.25 m in its exterior; 2.4 x 0.8 m interior; 

0.4 m in depth.  

Its front part turns to the north and is blocked by a limestone slab. A thick layer of 

plaster (1.5 cm thick) covers the front slab in its exterior. Large to medium size 

fieldstones encircle the slab and the grave from all sides. Large body sherds were 

found among the stones that supported the front part. Plaster remains were also traced 

on a stone located at the northeastern corner of the grave (L814).  

The rear part of the grave is blocked by a well-dressed rectangular kurkar stone.     

Its dimensions are: 1.08 m length x o.5 m width x 0.28 m height. This large kurkar 

stone presents a recession in its western part. The recession is relatively deep, 

elongated in shape with a round top. It is interesting to note the use of types of stones 

in the construction of Grave 1. While the northern part of the grave, which used as an 

entrance to the grave was built of limestones, its rear part turning south was built of 

the local kurkar stone.  

Possible remains of a foundation trench were encountered along the eastern wall of 

Grave 1. It is composed of clayish material mixed with some sherds.  
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The uppermost part of Grave 1 consisted of dark brown soil mixed with many white 

and yellow inclusions that was carefully scraped (L819). The thickness of this layer 

varies from 5 to 30 cm with its northern part presenting the thicker part.  

Following the removal of the upper layer, a new layer presenting the burial of several 

individuals along deposits was unearthed (L820). A complete Phoenician Bichrome 

jug was exposed. Its neck and rim were found broken along the eastern baulk. The 

dark brown soil was moistened so it became more and more difficult to dig; hence 

several steps were taken in order to ensure a proper dig of Grave 1.  

 

Fig. 15: Grave 1, L820 – an IAIIa layer presenting the burial of several individuals 

with deposits. 



- 21-  

 

 

Fig. 16: Grave 1, L820 – an IAIIa assemblage with burial of individuals. 

 

An initial 3D scan of the grave from various positions was conducted by Erin 

Brantmayer accompanied by photos of each excavation phase.  

In order to allow a careful investigation and a high resolution excavation of Grave 1 

the grave was divided into eight squared units: Units A-H from north to south. At this 

point excavation resumed in two loci:  

L820 – in the northern third of the grave. 

L821 – in the southern two thirds.  
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Fig. 17: Grave 1, L.820-821 – view to northwest (photo by Eric Cline).   

 

 

Fig. 18: Grave 1, L821 – the southern two thirds of the grave looking southeast (photo 

by Eric Cline).   
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Careful excavation of L821 exposed additional complete four vessels: a small bottle 

and a small flask were found in the southeastern corner of Grave 1. A complete 

globular bronze bowl (5177/1) was found lying upside down, full with soil. It was 

located quite at the center of the grave in what later turned out to be the pelvis of a 

buried individual. A smashed jug was uncovered near at the mid of the western wall. 

Samples of deposits were taken from five vessels and layers were extracted and 

sampled for residue analysis by Prof. Andrew Koh of Brandeis University. All baskets 

went through wet seaving and picking.  

 

Fig. 19: Grave 1, L820 after removal of the two monoliths.  

 

Adjacent to the central edge of Grave 1 a flat stone was found laid. Removal of the 

flat stone exposed Individual 1. Exposure and excavation of the buried individuals 

were accompanied and performed by Dr. Nimrod Marom of Haifa University. 

Remains of three individuals were exposed. Due to their bad state of preservation 

there seems to be a mixture between the skull of Individual 1 and the pelvis bones of 

Individual 2. Some of the bones were found crumbling or powdered and mixed with 

the brown soil.  

 

Individual 1 – was found lying in a fetus position with its face turned westward and 

down. The skull was posited in the southern part of the grave along the southern stone 

(L823) and was covered by a flat stone.  
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Fig. 20: Grave 1, L820 – to the right remains of Individual 1, to the left remains of 

Individual 2 (photo by Eric Cline).   

 

Various compositions and sediments were found in this part of the grave.  

The back lay against the eastern wall; the legs were folded towards the pelvis and set 

against the western wall. The complete bronze bowl (5177/1) was found near the 

pelvis. The hands and arms of Individual 1 were detected along the eastern wall. The 

sciatic knot of the skeleton was not well preserved so it was impossible to determine 

its sex. Additional bones of the left hand of Individual 1 were found along the radius 

of Individual 1.  

 

Fig. 21: Grave 1, the southern part of L820 – location of the skull of Individual 1 

covered by the flat stone with some remains of Individual 2 (photo by Eric Cline).   



- 25-  

 

 

Individual 2 – the remains of this individual were found along the southern wall, 

attached to the aforementioned individual as if the stomach of Individual 2 was set 

around the head of Individual 1. Its head was positioned in the southeast corner; its 

pelvis set against the southern wall. The lower parts of his/her legs and feet were 

found near the southwestern corner. An open petal bowl and two small Cypro-

phoenician flasks were found close to Individual 2 along the southern wall of Grave 1.  

 

Fig. 22: Grave 1, L820 – human bones mixed with IAIIa pottery (photo by Eric 

Cline).   

 

Individual 3 – An unfused vertebra of a youth along small ribs and a deciduous tooth 

of a 3-5 year old child were found concentrated in the southwestern corner of Grave 1. 

Many carnelian, gold, bone and stone beads, amulets and ornaments were found 

scattered and deposited below the ribs. Additional tooth and beads were found during 

sifting.   
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Fig. 23: Grave 1, L. 820 looking west. At the front, Individual 1 with his back laid in 

a fetus position, his legs folded against his pelvis. To the left, remains of Individual 2. 

At the southwestern corner, concentration of child’s bones (Individual 3) (photo by 

Eric Cline). 

 

A layer containing small shells, snails and pebbles was deposited some 40 cm below 

surface in the northern part of Grave 1 and some 50 cm below surface in its southern 

part. The structural function of this layer that was first detected in the eastern section 

was that of stabilizing the grave and using as a bed for the burials and deposits.  

 

Fig. 24: Grave 1 – a layer of small shells, snails and pebbles in the western section of 

the grave (photo by Eric Cline).   
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Fig. 25: The excavation team of Grave 1 (photo by Eric Cline).  



- 28-  

 

 

 

 

Fig. 26: Area F, general plan. 

 

 

Fig. 27: Area F, Section F1-F1.  
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Area N 

Area Supervisors: Pimprenelle Atlan and Frederique Lebourg 

 

General Overview and Previous Exploration 

Situated at the north-western edge of the mound, Area N is located on a slope 

overlooking the Mediterranean to the west, Nahal Kziv to the north-west and the road 

leading to the Lebanese coast via Rosh-Haniqra to its north (Fig. 3). 

First opened in 2014, excavation at Area N uncovered part of a MBII structure. In all, 

two squares were excavated: Square N1 to the north and Square N2 to the south.. A 

total area encompassing of 350 sq. m was excavated.  

This season we resumed excavating squares N1 and N2. The area was dug by a group 

of 10 students under supervision of Pimprenelle Atlan and Frederique Lebourg.  

Preliminary analysis of the ceramic assemblage and architectural evidence from 

previous seasons indicated that the northwestern part of the mound was occupied 

during the Middle Bronze Age (MBIIb-c) and the Medieval/Ottoman periods. Notable 

among the architectural remains from this area are thick walls that were part of a 

MBII structure running parallel to the western slope of the mound. A squared bastion 

or a room was fixed at the center of the excavated area. 

Characterized by an adjustment to the natural topography of the mound, the MBII 

construction on the involved the use of large stones from mixed materials: limestone 

and kurkar. This features might have been coated by a stone glacis. The guiding 

principle at the western slope was building through terraces on top of the natural 

kurkar ridge. It seems that the terraces continued down to the west, to the lower part 

of the slope and very close to the coastline.  

A careful examination of the stratigraphy of Area N made it possible to distinguish 

between two phases of use: Phase N4, dated by us to the MBIIb, when the structure 

was first established; and Phase N3, of the transition from the MBIIc to the LBI, 

which was the final date of use in the system. Remains of a conflagration were 

detected at some places indicating that the transition between the two phases might 

have not been peaceful.    

Three main goals guided us in our 2017 season at Area N:  
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I. Removal of topsoil covering the upper eastern part of the MBII structure in order to 

trace its borders.  

II. Resuming excavation of the occupational layers associated with the MBII 

structure.  

III. Continuation of the excavation at the southern part of Area N in an attempt to 

track the continuation of the north-south walls of the building. 

IV. Expanding the excavation of the terraced structure westward towards the sea in 

order to expose the structural connection between the MBII remains and the natural 

bedrock and to determine its function and use.  

V. Probing the floor detected in the western edge of the excavated area – the broad 

room that is subdivided by a short intersecting wall.  
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Fig. 28: Area N, general plan. 
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Fig. 29: Area N, Section N1-N1. 
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Description of the Archaeological Evidence 

The area to the east of square N1 was cleared and cleaned. Some flat stones indicating 

the existence of some pre-1948 graves were unearthed. 

Apart of the continuous excavation in squares N1 to the north and N2 to the south the 

2017 excavation included two additional expansions:  

The upper eastern part of the excavated area stretches over 3 x 5 m above and to the 

east of the MBII structure. This area was found covered by a quite loose layer of gray 

topsoil mixed with some small stones, modern glass, plastics and mixed pottery.  

To the south, the expanded area was covered by a similar layer. The sharp slope 

westward and its proximity to the sea and the rocks determined its washed nature and 

mixed pottery (L549; L546).  

The southernmost edge of the excavated area contained the concentration of ten flat 

stones that seemed related to the pre-1948 burials above. These features were not 

excavated.  

 

Fig. 30: Area N, general view to south. 
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Phase N4 

Excavation to the west exposed the continuation of the MBIIb terraced structure. This 

part of the shore is covered by a massive kurkar rocks that the MBIIb structure seems 

to abut.  

The area in the lower part of square N1, the northwestern corner of the excavation 

exposed medium sized boulders that create some kind of a corner (L560). W562 is 

built in an east-west orientation. It should be noted that the architectural layout of its 

stones is not straight and at this point it is not clear if we exposed the corner of the 

MBIIb terraced structure or not.  

 

Fig. 31: Area N, W562 looking east and the plastered surface abutting it from the 

west. 

 

Moreover, as the excavation resumed it became more and more clear that the entire 

western part of the terraced structure was washed away by the sea. It seems that this 

building did not use as part of the fortification system of Achziv, rather in light of the 

exposed remains it is reasonable to assume that the terraced building was a domestic 

part of the MBIIb city.  
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Fig. 32: Area N, L560 – the southwestern corner of the MBIIb terraced structure.  

 

The remains of a destruction layer that sealed Phase N4 at the terraced building were 

traced in the eastern section of the broad room.  

To the south, W271 is cut. Some fallen stones to its west imply that it was washed 

away. A room situated in the southwestern part of the excavated area was delimited 

between W264 and W271. It was also associated with W523. Remains of a plastered 

floor superimposed by red mudbricks, fallen stones and some pottery in situ were 

unearthed in this room (L540). W264 continues into the section.  
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Fig. 33: Area N, L540 looking east. Remains of the plastered floor superimposed by 

red mudbricks, fallen stones and some pottery. 

  

The area to the south of the small room, at the center of the structure, was excavated 

as well. Two stone walls were unearthed here: W563 to the west and W564 to the 

east. W563 is built of three big and relatively flat boulders running in a north-south 

axis and W564 is parallel to W563 and built of stones of various shapes and sizes. 

This wall bears the remains of a white plaster and some orange mudbrick material.  

The space delimited between W563 and W564 contained some bricky material mixed 

with some white plaster.  

 

Phase N5 

A surprise waited for us when digging the floor of the western broad room. The 

remains of a wall (W542) oriented in a north-south direction were unearthed near the 

western part of the broad room. This stone wall, one course of which has been 

exposed thus far, is built of mixture of medium to large sized kurkar and limestone. 

Some large stones that might have been associated with this wall were found further 

to its north. It seems that W542 passes below the walls and floors of the MBII 

terraced structure. Several huge boulders covered what seems to be the northern 
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continuation of W542. A broken squared grinding stone made of basalt laid atop this 

collapse to the west.  

A striking evidence for the destruction of this early phase comes from the area to the 

north of W284 and located to the east of the collapse of W542 that delimits the broad 

room to the west.  

 

Fig. 34: Area N, W542 looking northwest. 

There, a burnt layer 25-30 cm thick was uncovered consisting of hard packed brown 

soil mixed with baked orange bricks buried below medium to large sized fallen stones 

(L543). Large body sherds of a bowl and two storejars containing the burial of infants 

were found smashed below several big stones in the northern part of the room. It 

seems that here the excavators dug below the floor’s level. Following the exposure of 

an earlier layer, the area below the storejars burials was leveled (L553). Two broken 

basalt grinding stone and a small earing were found not far (L543). Much faunal 

remains, some of which burnt were found in this layer. Concentrations of charcoal 

mixed with orange bricks were traced at six different locations along the eastern 

section – altogether attesting to the domestic nature of this complex.  
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Fig. 35: Area N, the western part. The MBIIa broad building looking west.  

 

A white medium sized limestone was found near the northwestern corner of the room. 

A small sample of charcoal was extracted from there.  

Approximately 1 m below the Phase N4 destruction line, the eastern section of the 

broad room provides a clear evidence for an earlier destruction of Phase N5 including 

a white plaster line that is seen in the destruction layer (L541).  

Excavation in the area to the south of W284 reached a layer similar to the one 

exposed to its north (L551). It consisted of a hard packed brown surface mixed with 

some sherds. It seems that the southern part of the broader room was better preserved 

and it thus clearer. An entrance was discovered between the northern and the southern 

parts. 
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Fig. 36: Area N, the lower MBIIa structure at the western part looking east. W542 at 

front. W284 at the back intersecting between the northern room (L543) and the 

southern room (W551).  

 

 

Fig. 37: Area N, L551 looking east. A hard packed brown surface mixed with some 

sherds 

 

At this point we tentatively assumed that this domestic complex should be dated to the 

MBIIa and that its destruction might be associated with the transition from the MBIIa 

to the MBIIb.  
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Fig. 38: Area N, the MBII terraced structure looking north. 
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Summary and Conclusions 

Several important stratigraphical and chronological observations regarding the Bronze 

and Iron ages settlements at Achziv can be drawn from our 2017 excavation season.  

The occupational history of the Bronze Age remains at the northwestern corner of the 

mound was clarified. Initially built during the MBIIa (Phase N5), the nature of 

architecture exposed at the western part of the excavated area was domestic 

presenting the typical MBIIa features including child burials in storejars below floors. 

Terminated by a violent destruction at the end of the MBIIa, the transition to the 

MBIIb at Area N was accompanied by a dramatic change in the nature of architecture. 

The remains of a relatively large edifice built atop terraces against the western slope 

were dated to the MBIIb (Phase N4) based on ceramic material. The structure which 

is built in a north-south axis presents set of rectangular and squared rooms set 

between parallel walls that run from north to south. Small intersecting walls abut the 

long walls from the east and from the west. It seems that the terraced structure 

reached quite close to the shore. Contrary to our initial assumption, this new evidence 

doesn’t support the building being part of Achziv’s MBIIb fortifications system. A 

fierce conflagration layer ended Phase N4 and led to the transition to the MBIIC or 

the LBI (Phase N3) during which parts of the buildings were reused. It should be 

noted that this feature integrates both kurkar and limestone, a building technique that 

is familiar from the IAII levels as well.  

Additional evidence to the extensive occupation of Tel Achziv during the IAIIa was 

provided by our excavations at Area F. An IAIIa grave (Phase F2), similar to the built 

graves excavated by Prausnitz at the northwestern part of the site was uncovered. The 

burial of three individuals along deposits and possessions sheds light on the extent of 

the IAIIa necropolis of Achziv. The small yet rich material culture assemblage 

uncovered at the grave attest to a strong Phoenician presence at Achziv. Our original 

question regarding the borders of the Bronze and Iron Age towns remains open.  

Although limited in scope, excavation at Area C revealed important evidence for the 

eighth-seventh centuries BCE layers at Achziv. Remains of impressive Phoenician 

masonry were uncovered in all three squares including a ceramic repertoire that shares 

parallels with the nearby Tel Keisan. An IAIIb destruction layer (Phase C5) was 

tentatively dated to the end of the eighth century BCE, to Sennacherib’s conquest 

based on the Assyrian king’s inscriptions that mention Achziv among the conquered 
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Phoenician cities. As was the case with other IAIIb-c sites in the southern Levant, it 

seems that Achziv was soon rehabilitated and continued its existence throughout the 

seventh century BCE as attested by the public architecture ascribed to Phase C4.  

 

N C F Remains Approximate Date 

N1 - F1 Topsoil , fills Post 1948 

- C1 - Domestic Pre 1948 

N2 C2 - Graves; 

subterranean unit 

Ottoman, 19
th

 century CE 

- C3 - Domestic Late Roman Period, 2
nd

 century CE 

- C4 - Public architecture Iron Age IIc, 7
th

 century BCE 

- C5 - Destruction layer? Iron Age IIb, 8
th

 century BCE, destroyed 701 

BCE by Sennacherib 

- C6 F2 Shrine? Burial Iron Age IIa, 9
th

 century BCE, destroyed 800 

BCE? By Adad Nirari III 

N3 - - Terraced structure Middle Bronze Age IIc-Late Bronze Age I, 

destroyed? 

N4 - - Terraced structure Middle Bronze Age IIb, destroyed? 

N5 - - Domestic 

architecture 

Middle Bronze Age IIa, destroyed 

 

Table 1: Local phases and chronology of the renewed excavation at Tel Achziv. 
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List of Loci – Area C 

Locus Phase Stratum Period 
Up. 

Level 

L. 

Level 
Square Baskets Description 

660 Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk C1-C2 3926; 

3996 

Dismantling section between 

squares C1 and C2 in order 

to detect the heads of W312 

and W348. Loose sandy soil 

with mixed material 

661 Surface Surface Surface Surface Surface C1 3921 Cleaning square C1. 

Removal of geotextile and 

fill above it. Mixed material 

662 Surface Surface Surface 10.31 10.00 C3 3914; 

3960 

Cleaning square C3 

following its opening by the 

tractor. The area between the 

northern and the southern 

section until the western 

border of the sounding of 

L663 and the remains from 

the Late Roman period. 

Brown dry soil mixed with 

ash, bones and some ceramic 

sherds 

663 C4  Iron 

Age IIc 

9.45 8.89 

C3 - A stone feature consisting of 

8 medium to large sized 

stones organized in a north-

south axis (a wall?). Equals 

W684 

664 C3  Late 

Roman 

9.89 9.75 C1 3924; 

3956 

Removal of the Late Roman 

stone pavement at square C1 

(L625) and its foundation 

fills below. Exposing the 

foundation courses of W348 

665 Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk C1  Trimming the southern 

section of square C1. 

Exposing W645 

666 Surface Surface Surface Surface 9.37 C2 4006 Cleaning square C2. 

Removal of geotextile and 

fill above it 

667 Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk C1-C2 3941; 

3961; 

4175 

Continuation of dismantling 

section between squares C1 

and C2 in order to detect the 

head of W348. Loose brown 

soil 

668 C3  Late 

Roman 

Surface 9.46 C2 3958 Dismantling the collapsed 

wall W620 and removal of 

L609 at the northeastern part 

of the square. Fill of brown 

color with mixed stones and 

sherds 

669 Surface Surface Surface Surface 9.88 C3 3944; 

3959 

Sounding along the eastern 

part of square C3in order to 

create an architectural 

sequence with squares C2 to 

the north and C4 to the south. 

Plaster remains mixed with 

some sherds and bones in 

brick material 

670 C4  Iron 

Age IIc 

9.29  C2 4140 Excavation of a  semi-

circular structure at the 

southeastern corner of square 

C2 

671 C4  Iron 

Age IIc 

9.72 9.6 C2 3984 Fill below a semi-circular 

structure (L670) 
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672 C4 

 

 Iron 

Age IIc 

Surface 9.25 C2 3989 Destruction layer below 

collapsed stones. Red 

mudbrick material in loose 

light brown soil. Charcoal 

and pockets of chalk. Many 

sherds and bones.  

673 C3  Late 

Roman  

9.43 9.13 C1 4000; 

4019; 

4075; 

4104; 

4134; 

4167 

Sounding along the eastern 

part of square C1delimited 

between W645 to the south, 

W348 and W648 to the 

north. Loose brown sandy 

soil. Much animal bones 

including cow’s skull as well 

ceramics 

674 C4  Iron 

Age II 

c 

 9.20 C2 4064 Excavation in the southern 

part of square C2. Gray to 

brown loose soil, powder like 

675 Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk C1 4187; 

4217 

Trimming the western 

section of square C1. Mixed 

material 

676 Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk C2 - Trimming the eastern section 

of square C2 

678 C4  Iron 

Age IIc 

9.88  C3 - Well dressed rectangular 

kurkar stones at the middle 

of the sounding of L669 

679 C5 

 

 Iron 

Age IIb 

9.05 8.74 C2 4052; 

4077; 

4136; 

4170 

Excavation below the red 

mudbrick material of L672. 

Gray brown loose soil with 

pockets of mudbricks and 

charcoal. Animal bones  

680 C4-5  Iron 

Age 

IIb-c 

 9 C2 4083 Excavation of the 

southwestern part of square 

C2 below L674. Powdered 

and sandy gray loose soil 

681 C5  Iron 

Age IIb 

8.98  C2 4106 Excavation of the 

southeastern part of square 

C2 below L674. Gray loose 

brown  soil with inclusions 

of charcoal 

682 C4  Iron 

Age IIc 

9.88  C3 4097; 

4108 

The southern part of the 

sounding at L669 and W620. 

Few sherds in a loose soil 

683 C4  Iron 

Age IIc 

9.1 8.98 C2 - A stone pavement covering 

the southern part of square 

C2 to the south of W611 

684 C4  Iron 

Age II 

b-c 

9.45 8.89 

C3 4336 Clearing W684  

685 Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk C3 - Trimming the eastern section 

of square C3 

686 C3  Late 

Roman 

9.18 9.01 C3 4144; 

4177; 

4245; 

4294 

Excavating the area to the 

west of W684 in the western 

part of the square. Brown 

loose soil containing much 

pottery sherds 

687 C4  Iron 

Age IIc 

8.83 8.82 C3 4215 Excavating the area to the 

east of W684 in the eastern 

part of the square. Light 

brown soil with inclusion of 

charcoal 

688 C4  Iron 

Age IIc 

  C2 - Collapsed stones and earth 

covering the southern part of 

square C2 

690 C4  Iron 

Age IIc 

9.21  C1 4237; 

4247 

Collapse containing medium 

sized stones at the 
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northwestern part of square 

C1, to the south of W641. 

Loose brown soil mixed with 

stones and mixed pottery  

691 C4  Iron 

Age IIc 

  C2  A stone pavement consisted 

of pebbles and cobbles at the 

southeastern part of square, 

The pavement abuts W611 to 

its southwest and is located 

to the east of L683 

692 C4  Iron 

Age IIc 

8.6 8.54 C2 4199; 

4210 

Excavation at the northern 

part of the square, adjacent to 

W611. Much ceramics and 

animal bones in a loose gray 

soil 

693 C3  Late 

Roman 

  C3 4249; 

4296 

Northern part of square C3 to 

the south of W694. Brown 

soil with chalk inclusions  

695 Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk C1 - Trimming the eastern section 

of square C1 

696 Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk C2 4224 Trimming the northern 

section of square C2. Mixed 

material 

697 Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk C2 - Trimming the southern 

section of square C2 

698 C4  Iron 

Age IIc 

  C1 4288 Burnt layer containing red 

mudbrick material 

699 C5  Iron 

Age IIb 

8.86  C2 4290 A gray to brown compact 

layer at the northern part of 

square C2, to the north of 

W611 

700 Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk C2 4270; 

4330 

Continuing dismantling 

section between squares C1 

and C2 in order to detect the 

heads of W312 and W348. 

Loose sandy soil with mixed 

material (below L690) 

706 ? ? ?   C3 4311 Loose gray to brown soil 

mixed with ash inclusions 

707 C4  Iron 

Age IIc 

9.14  C2 4333 Excavating the western part 

of the sounding  

708 Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk C3 4339 Trimming the western 

section of square C3. Mixed 

material 
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List of Walls – Area C 

No. Sq. Axis Width L. H. Head Base  Phase Period Notes 

312 C1 E-W 0.25 2.1 0.4 11.25 10.85 C1 

Post 

Ottoman - 

Pre 1948 

A wall in the northern bulk 

consisted of one course of 5 big 

limestone. The first stone to the 

northwestern corner is a threshold 

and others are kurkar. 

314 C1 N-S 1.06 2.44 / / / C3 
Late 

Roman 

A stone feature, maybe a wall 

composed of one course of several 

stones that are associated with 

W312. 

316 C2 E-W 0.48 0.4 0.9 10.85 9.86 C3 
Late 

Roman 

A wall that continue to the western 

bulk of the square C2. It is formed 

by a few large stones irregularly 

shaped build of kurkar stones with 

6 courses and a foundation layer 

made of small stones, shells, sherds. 

319 C2 N-S 0.9 0.46 1.22 10.63 9.36 C3 
Late 

Roman 

A wall that continues to the 

northern section composed of large 

kurkar stones with a foundation 

layer with 6 courses, with a mortar 

of sherds and shells. 

325 C4 E-W 0.24 3.6 0.4 9.69 9.35 C1 

Post 

Ottoman - 

Pre 1948 

Southern wall of a pre 1948 house 

made of concrete. 

326 C4 N-S 0.24 2.45 0.4 9.92 9.43 C1 

Post 

Ottoman - 

Pre 1948 

Lower course of the wall of a pre 

1948 house which contains a lower 

course of concrete and a second 

course of stones. This wall is 

related to the plaster floor. 

348 C1 E-W 0.4 1.35 0.75 10.74 10.05 C1   

A wall in the northern bulk below 

W312 with 6 courses made of 

medium to large size kurkar stones 

and upper course made of 

mudbrick. 

611 C2 
NW-

SE 
0.8 1.75 0.3 9.24 8.88 ? ? 

A wall in the northwestern part of 

the square with limestone and 

kurkar well dressed with mortar, 

some are flat, built of 3 courses as 

headers and headers. The wall was 

founded atop of a kurkar foundation 

course 

619 C4 
NW-

SE 
0.65 2.56 0.46 8.65 8.13 C4 

Iron Age 

IIa 

A not well build wall made of 

limestone and kurkar medium size 

stone, there is 3 courses, the wall is 

cut on his eastern part. There is a 

mortar and small stones. 

620 C2 
NW-

SE 
0.7 2 0.3 10 9.62 C3 

Late 

Roman 

A wall in the northeastern corner 

with 1 course of relatively big 

kurkar and limestone. The biggest 

one in the northern bulk is probably 

a collapse of a monumental 

building.  

629 C4 
SW-

NE 
0.52 0.52 0.18 8.37 8.06 C4 

Iron Age 

IIa 

A short wall abutting the northern 

section in the sounding, not well 

build, with medium size limestone 

and there is 2 courses. 
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640 C4 
NW-

SE 
0.14 1.1 0.12 8.67 8.51 C4 

Iron Age 

IIa 

A wall composed of 2 courses, 1 

raw and medium size kurkar stone, 

and a plaster surface rectangular 

abutting the wall from the north 

with another vertical layer of 

surface to the south. 

641 

(L348) 
C1 N-S 0.8 0.84 0.54 10.7 10.01 C3 

Late 

Roman 

A short wall making a corner with 

W348, made of 4 courses with 

medium size kurkar and limestone 

undressed and with a mortar. 

642 

(L340) 
C1 N-S 1.07 0.92 0.78 10.73 10.02 C3 

Late 

Roman 

A short wall making a corner with 

W348, made of 4 courses with 

medium size kurkar and limestone, 

undressed and with a mortar. 

643 

(L352) 
C1 

NW-

SE 
0.8 1.3 0.3 10.65 10.32 C3 

Late 

Roman 

A wall in the southern corner 

consisted of 2 courses made of 

medium and large size kurkar 

stones which some are dressed and 

there is a mortar. 

644 

(L351) 
C1 

SW-

NE 
0.43 1 0.3 10.67 10.29 C3 

Late 

Roman 

A wall in the southern corner 

consisted of 2 courses made of 

small to large size kurkar stones 

which some are dressed and there is 

a mortar. 

645 C1 
NE-

SW 
/ 1.25 0.86 10.99 10.18 C3 

Late 

Roman 

A wall in the southern baulk made 

of 6 courses of medium size kurkar 

stones which are undressed with a 

mortar made of sherds and small 

stones. 

653 C2 N-S  1  2   9.04  8.81 
C3/C4 

? 

Late 

Roman / 

Iron Age ? 

A wall in the northwestern corner 

of the square consisted of limestone 

and kurkar medium size stones 

which make an angle with W611. 

677 C3 
NW-

SE 
1 2.25  10.03 9.87   

A wall in the northwestern part of 

the square consisting of large to 

medium sized stones. The wall 

continues into the baulk 

683 C2 E-W 1 1.25  Baulk Baulk C4 
Iron Age 

IIc 

A segmentary wall that probably 

continues into the western baulk. Its 

architectural context is unclear 

684 C3 
NE-

SW 
1.5 2.25  9.45 8.89 C4 

Iron Age 

IIc 

Relatively large stones covered by a 

collapse. The two parts of the wall 

present a threshold – an entrance to 

an architectural unit located to its 

east?  

688 C3 
NW-

SE 
1.5 2.25  9.48 9.28 C4? 

Iron Age 

IIc? 

A shoddily built wall or 

concentration of stones in various 

dimensions 

689 C2 
NW-

SE 
1 0.75  9.17 9.03 C4 

Iron Age 

IIc 

Two well dressed rectangular 

ashlars made of limestones built as 

headers and headers that comprised 

part of the entrance to a building 

located to the southeast of it. The 

foundation course was built of 

kurkar stones. This wall is similar 

to the parallel W611 to its 

southwest 

694 C3 
NW-

SE 
1 3  9.72 9.03   

A wall in the northeastern corner of 

the square consisted of large to 

medium sized stones which is 

parallel W677 

701 C2 
NE-

SW 
0.5 2.5  11.06 10.90 C3 

Late 

Roman  

Three rectangular stones, well 

dressed, most likely continuing into 

the western baulk. Its architectural 



- 48-  

 

context unclear 

702 C1 
NW-

SE 
1.1 0.75  9.70 9.36 C4 

Iron Age 

IIc 

Well dressed rectangular stones 

built as headers and headers, only 

part of which was survived. The 

two stones make a corner with 

additional two rectangular well 

dressed stones located below W348 

and continue below W641 

703 C1 
NE-

SW 
1 0.75  9.74 9.32 C4 

Iron Age 

IIc 

Three well dressed rectangular 

ashlars built as headers and headers 

immediately below and to the 

northeast of W644 
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List of Loci – Area F 

Locus Phase Stratum Period Up. Level L. Level Square Baskets Description 

800    7.1 6.68 F1 5000; 

5001; 

5004; 

5006; 

5008; 

5011; 5045 

Foundation 

layer of W802. 

A foundation 

trench made of 

dark brown-

gray soil mixed 

with stones to 

its east 

801 Mixed Mixed  6.76 6.46 F2 5002; 

5003; 

5005; 

5007; 

5009; 

5018; 

5021; 

5023; 

5024; 

5025; 

5026; 

5028; 

5032; 

5037; 

5044; 

5050; 

5051; 

5054; 

5079; 5080 

A standing 

feature made of 

stone, roughly 

carved and 

encircled by 

smaller stones 

and some body 

sherds 

803    7.03 6.43 F1 5010; 

5017; 

5055; 

5056; 

5059; 5060 

 

804    7.17 6.14 F1 5013; 

5014; 

5015; 

5016; 

5029; 

5039; 

5041; 

5048; 

5061; 

5062; 

5064; 

5065; 

5068; 

5075; 5091 

 

805 Mixed Mixed  7.08 6.59 F1 5012; 

5022; 

5030; 

5031; 

5033; 5049 

A relatively 

round feature 

consisting of 

dark brown soil 

mixed with 

large to 

medium-sized 

stones and 

mixed pottery 

in the 

northwestern 

corner of 

Square E1 

806    6.91 5.88 F1 5020; 

5027; 

5047; 
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5052; 

5057; 5077 

807 Mixed Mixed  6.81 5.88 F2 5038; 

5040; 5058 

A late sandy 

fill at the area 

to the east of 

W802. Topsoil 

mixed with 

brown gravel 

and Late 

Roman pottery. 

Two relatively 

thick plaster 

lines within the 

mudbrick layer  
808 Cancelled Cancelled Cancelled Cancelled Cancelled F2 Cancelled Cancelled. 

Equals L801 

809 Mixed Mixed  6.82 6.78 F1 5034; 

5035; 5036 

A complete 

IAII juglet 

along the 

southern baulk. 

Some mixed 

body sherds 

and a shell 

810    6.87 6.75 F1 5046 A small 

“pocket” that 

cuts W802 

containing 

modern glass. 

No ceramic 

remains were 

found here 

811    6.5 5.81 F2 5043; 

5053; 

5067; 

5069; 

5073; 

5081; 

5083; 

5084; 5103 

 

812    6.4 5.81 F2 5063; 5066  

813 Mixed Mixed  6.49 6.12 F1 5070; 

5072; 

5076; 

5088; 

5089; 

5092; 5097 

A modern fill 

to the west of 

the stone 

feature. Few 

pottery sherds 

ST814      F1  A burnt orange 

mudbrick 

leaning against 

the 

southwestern 

side of the 

stone feature. 

Plaster remains 

on a stone 

located at the 

northeastern 

corner of the 

grave 

815 Cancelled Cancelled Cancelled Cancelled Cancelled F1 5071; 5074 Cancelled 

816 Mixed Mixed  6.23 6.03 F1 5078; 

5085; 

5087; 

5094; 

A modern fill 

found across 

the entire 

excavated area 
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5095; 5286 consisting of 

dark brown soil 

mixed with 

some small 

stones and 

ancient pottery. 

Large body 

sherds in the 

fill to the east 

of the stone 

feature 

including parts 

of a storejar 

and handles 

817   IAIIa 7.2 6.43 F1 5082; 5086  

818   IAIIa 6.56 6.26 F1 5090; 

5093; 5096 

 

819   IAIIa 6.34 5.94 F1 5098; 

5099; 

5100; 

5102; 

5104; 

5105; 

5106; 

5107; 

5108; 

5109; 

5110; 

5111; 

5112; 

5113; 

5114; 

5115; 5117 

The uppermost 

part of Grave 1 

consisted of 

dark brown soil 

mixed with 

many white and 

yellow 

inclusions. Soil 

samples from 

the grave.  

819a   IAIIa 6.02 5.94 F1 5125; 

5140; 5143 

 

819b   IAIIa 6.02 5.94 F1 5126; 5135  

819c   IAIIa 6.02 5.94 F1 5124; 

5131; 

5134; 

5136; 5137 

Pottery sherds, 

shells, a bead 

and soil sample 

819d   IAIIa 6.02 5.94 F1 5120; 

5121; 

5122; 5123 

Pottery sherds, 

shells, charcoal 

and soil sample 

819e   IAIIa 6.12 5.98 F1 5130; 

5132; 

5133; 5158 

Pottery sherds, 

shells, sample 

from a jug and 

a bronze object 

819f   IAIIa 6.12 6.01 F1 5139; 5141 Pottery sherds 

and shells 

819g   IAIIa 6.34 6.13 F1 5116; 

5118; 5119 

Pottery sherds, 

shells and 

charcoal 

819h   IAIIa 6.12 6.03 F1 5127; 

5128; 

5129; 

5138; 5142 

Pottery sherds, 

shells, a bronze 

object and 

charcoal 

820   IAIIa 6.12 5.98 F1 5144; 

5181; 5260 

Burial of 

several 

individuals 

along deposits. 

A complete 

Phoenician 
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Bichrom jug its 

neck and rim 

were found 

along the 

eastern baulk. 

Dark brown 

hard packed 

moistened soil. 

Soil samples 

from the 

northern part of 

grave F1 

820a   IAIIa 6.02 5.88 F1 5146; 

5156; 

5159; 

5189; 

5190; 5193 

Pottery sherds, 

bones, shells 

and charcoal 

820b   IAIIa 6.02 5.88 F1 5147; 

5162; 

5164; 

5168; 

5198; 5200 

Pottery sherds, 

shells, bones 

and soil sample 

820c   IAIIa 6.02 5.88 F1 5148; 

5155; 

5157; 

5169; 

5199; 

5201; 5266 

Pottery sherds, 

bones, shells 

and charcoal 

820d   IAIIa 6.02 5.88 F1 5149; 

5160; 

5161; 

5170; 5203 

Pottery sherds, 

bones and 

shells 

821   IAIIa 6.34 5.88 F1 5145; 

5182; 5212 

Burial deposits 

containing 

complete 

vessels: a small 

bottle and a 

small flask in 

the 

southeastern 

corner of the 

grave. A 

smashed jug 

was uncovered 

near at the mid 

of the western 

wall. Soil 

samples from 

the southern 

part of grave 

F1 

821e   IAIIa 6.12 5.89 F1 5150; 

5166; 

5172; 

5177; 

5194; 

5202; 

5210; 

5211; 

5213; 

5214; 5215 

Pottery sherds, 

bones and a 

complete 

globular bronze 

bowl (5177/1) 

lying upside 

down, full with 

soil. It was 

located quite at 

the center of 

the grave on 

top of the 

pelvis of a 

buried 
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individual 

821f   IAIIa 6.12 5.89 F1 5151; 

5154; 

5163; 

5165; 

5167; 

5178; 

5192; 

5195; 

5197; 5208 

Pottery sherds, 

bones, shells 

and a stone 

object 

821g   IAIIa 6.34 5.89 F1 5152; 

5171; 

5173; 

5174; 

5175; 

5176; 

5179; 

5180; 

5183; 

5185; 

5186; 

5188; 

5216; 

5217; 

5218; 

5219; 

5220; 

5221; 

5222; 

5223; 

5224; 5225 

Complete 

vessels 

including: jug 

and juglet as 

well as some 

pottery sherds. 

Human bones, 

sample soil and 

shells 

821h   IAIIa 6.34 5.89 F1 5153; 

5184; 

5187; 

5191; 

5196; 

5207; 

5209; 

5226; 

5227; 

5228; 

5229; 

5230; 

5231; 

5232; 

5233; 

5234; 

5235; 

5236; 

5237; 

5238; 5239 

Complete 

vessels 

including: flask 

and juglet as 

well as some 

pottery sherds, 

beads and ivory 

objects. Human 

bones, sample 

soil and shells 

822   IAIIa 5.94 5.81 F1 5204; 

5205; 

5206; 

5256; 

5257; 

5259; 5265 

Pottery sherds, 

bones and soil 

samples 

823   IAIIa 6.01 5.77 F1 5252; 

5255; 

5261; 

5262; 

5263; 

5280; 

5282; 5285 

Individual 1 

lying in a fetus 

position with 

its face turned 

westward and 

down. The 

skull was 

posited in the 
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southern part of 

the grave along 

the southern 

stone and was 

covered by a 

flat stone.  

Pottery sherds, 

bead, ivory 

object, bronze 

object and soil 

samples 

823e   IAIIa 5.89 5.77 F1 5253; 

5254; 

5258; 

5281; 

5283; 5284 

Pottery sherds, 

bones and soil 

samples 

823f   IAIIa 5.89 5.77 F1 5252; 

5255; 

5261; 

5262; 

5263; 

6280; 

5282; 5285 

Pottery sherds, 

bones, a bead, 

ivory and 

bronze objects, 

soil samples 

823g   IAIIa 5.89 5.82 F1 5267; 

5268; 

5269; 

5272; 

5274; 5279 

Pottery sherds, 

bones, shells, 

ivory object 

and soil 

samples 

823h   IAIIa 6.01 5.82 F1 5240; 

5241; 

5242; 

5243; 

5244; 

5245; 

5246; 

5247; 

5248; 

5249; 

5250; 

5251; 

5270; 

5271; 

5273; 

5275; 

5276; 

5277; 5278 

Pottery sherds, 

bones, fibula, 

beads, pigment, 

shells, ivory 

object, charcoal 

and soil 

samples 
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List of Walls – Area F 

No.  Square Axis Width Length Head Base Phase Stratum Period Notes 

802 F1    7.16 6.5    

One course of a stone wall. The 

wall, 1.3 m long and 0.58 m 

wide, consisted of small to 

medium sized stones, organized 

in a row along the wall’s 

eastern face. 
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List of Loci – Area N 

Locus Phase Stratum Period 
Up. 

Level 

L. 

Level 
Square Baskets Description 

537 Mixed Mixed Mixed 6.54 5.26 N1-2 2608; 2609; 

2610; 2611; 

2617; 2621; 

2828 

Cleaning the fill from 2016 

season. Removal of the geo-

textile. Pottery sherds, 

charcoal and bones 

538 Mixed Mixed Mixed 10.48 8.36 N1 2614; 2622; 

2626; 2636; 

2644; 2662; 

2675; 2691; 

2708; 2709; 

2720; 2724; 

2742; 2743 

Topsoil. Brown powder soil 

mixed with pebbles in the 

upper eastern part of the 

square. Mixed pottery, 

mosaic stone and bones 

539 Mixed Mixed Mixed 5.36 4.97 N2 2615; 2619; 

2620; 2623; 

2624; 2625; 

2627; 2631; 

2632; 2633; 

2640; 2645; 

2649; 2650; 

2653; 2655; 

2663; 2673; 

2674; 2676; 

2688; 2692; 

2698; 2699; 

2704; 2710; 

2725; 2745; 

2824 

A compact dark gray soil in 

the eastern upper part of the 

square. Mixed pottery 

sherds, glass, mosaic stone, 

metal, grinding stone, flint, 

glass, marble and bones 

540 N-4  MBIIb 5.94 4.76 N2 2618; 2628; 

2630; 2637; 

2638; 2639; 

2657; 2664; 

2680; 2694; 

2697; 2718; 

2826 

Remains of a plastered floor 

superimposed by red 

mudbricks, fallen stones and 

some pottery, bones, flint 

and charcoal in situ were 

unearthed in a room 

delimited between W264 

and W271 

541 Baulk Baulk Baulk 5.42 4.49 N1-2 2629; 2634; 

2635; 2641; 

2642; 2643; 

2646; 2647; 

2651; 2654; 

2666; 2805; 

2806 

The eastern section. Much 

pottery sherds mixed in a 

compact brown soil. 

Evidence for an earlier 

MBII destruction including 

a white plaster line. Mosaic 

stones, flint, bones, glass 

and some pottery sherds 

542    5.17 4.79  2658 Bones 

543 N-5  MBIIa 5.36 4.49 N2 2659; 2660; 

2665; 2667; 

2668; 2669; 

2670; 2677; 

2681; 2682; 

2683; 2686; 

2696; 2700; 

2702; 2703; 

2711; 2712; 

2713 

A burnt layer 25-30 cm 

thick consisting of hard 

packed brown soil mixed 

with baked orange bricks 

buried below medium to 

large sized fallen stones 

(L543). Large body sherds 

of a bowl and two storejars 

containing the burial of 

infants were found smashed 

below several big stones in 

the northern part of the 

room. A bronze earing, a 

grinding stone, charcoal, 

shells and samples of soil 

544 Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk  N2 2661; 2672 Trimming the western 

baulk. Pottery sherds 

545 Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk  N1 2671 Trimming the northern 
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baulk. Pottery sherds, 

bones, glass and mosaics 

546    4.88  N2 2678; 2685; 

2735; 2770; 

2776; 2778; 

2780; 2807 

Excavation along W271 and 

W542. Pottery sherds, 

bones, a loomweight and a 

scarab 

547 Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk N2 2679 Trimming the southern 

baulk 

548      N1 2719 Hard packed earth with 

much bones and pottery 

sherds 

549 Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk N1-2 2684; 2693; 

2705; 2706; 

2707; 2727; 

2728; 2729; 

2732; 2739; 

2748; 2755; 

2774; 2775; 

2777; 2796; 

2800; 2812 

Baulk removal. Remains of 

plaster mixed with brown 

soil. Pottery sherds, bones, 

shells, flint, glass and a 

bead 

550 Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk N2 2687; 2689 The eastern section of the 

room. Pottery sherds 

551 N-5  MBIIa  4.14 N2 2730; 2731; 

2737; 2738; 

2740; 2747; 

2750; 2751; 

2768; 2808 

The area to the south of 

W284. A layer similar to the 

one exposed to the north of 

W284 consisting of a hard 

packed dark brown surface 

mixed with some sherds 

Pottery sherds, shells and 

bones 

552 Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk Baulk N1 2695; 2714; 

2715 

Trimming the northern 

section. Burnt mudbricks 

and pottery sherds 

553 N-5  MBIIa 5.17 5.01 N2 2690; 2701; 

2721; 2722; 

2767; 2784 

Leveling the area below the 

infants’ burials. Hard 

packed red-brown earth 

containing some bones and 

flint 

554 Mixed Mixed Mixed Surface  N2 2726; 2749; 

2752; 2753; 

2754; 2759; 

2762; 2773; 

2779 

Expanding the excavated 

area towards south. Pebbles 

and large fallen stones. 

Pottery sherds, charcoal and 

bones 

555      N2 2734; 2736; 

2757; 2765; 

2766; 2772 

Fill below L540. Compact 

earth mixed with charcoal. 

Pottery sherds, flint and 

shells  

556 Mixed Mixed Mixed Surface  N1-2 2723; 2741; 

2744; 2746; 

2764; 2771; 

2788; 2798; 

2819; 2820; 

2823; 2825; 

2827 

Clearing and cleaning the 

continuation of W216 and 

W217. Gray compact earth 

mixed with stones. Bones, 

grinding stone, marble, 

mosaic stones, glass and 

ceramics. The collapse of 

the walls 

557 Mixed Mixed Mixed Surface  N2 2756; 2758; 

2760; 2761; 

2763; 2769; 

2781; 2782; 

2783; 2787; 

2803; 2804; 

2818 

Expanding the excavated 

area southward. Pottery 

sherds, flint, shells, mosaic 

stone and bones in loose 

brown soil 

558      N2 2785; 2792 Brown powder mixed with 

soil from excavation of 

W271. Ceramics 
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559       2790; 2791; 

2794; 2795; 

2797; 2799; 

2811 

Pottery sherds, mosaic 

stones, shells and flint 

560 N-4  MBIIb   N1 2789; 2793; 

2797; 2813; 

2822 

A plaster floor containing 

some pottery sherds. 

Medium sized boulders that 

create the southwestern 

corner of the terraced 

structure. Pottery sherds, 

charcoal and bones 

561       2801 Material from the wall 

562       2802; 2810; 

2821 

Cleaning and clearing 

W562. Pottery sherds 

563       2786; 2814; 

2815; 2816 

Pottery sherds, mosaic 

stone, glass and bones 
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List of Walls - Area N 

 

No.  Square Axis Width Length Head Base Phase Stratum Period Notes 

206 N2 NE-SW 0.4 2.75 8.59   N-1   Ottoman 

Medium sized squared stones 

arranged in one row 

216 N2 NW-SE 0.5 1.75 7.62 7.13 ?       

217 N1 NW-SE 0.6 1.75 6.53 5.93 N-4   MBIIb 

Stone wall built of relatively 

large ashlars parallel and to the 

south of W218. At least two 

courses were preserved 

218 N1 NW-SE 2.5 4 6.86 5.77 N-4   MBIIb 

Stone feature composed of 

medium sized field stones and 

might have used as revetment to 

the earthen fill below 

224 N2 NW-SE 0.3 1.5 7.38   N-4   MBIIb   

225 N2 NE-SW 0.75 3.5 7.14 6.82 N-4   MBIIb 

Large stones filled with smaller 

stones leaning against W217. 

Same technique as W264 

226 N1 NW-SE 0.75 1.6 7.4 7.04 N-4   MBIIb 

Four courses of stone wall 

leaning atop an earthen fill and 

towards south 

271 N2 NW-SE 1 1.75 6.78 5.64 N-4   MBIIb 

A relatively thick wall that is 

cut at its western part 

264 N2 NE-SW 0.5 3.5 7.12 6.1 N-4   MBIIb 

At least three courses of large 

stones. Small stones in holes. 

Same technique as W225. This 

wall continues into the baulk 

283 N2 NW-SE 1.5 1.5 7.44 7.2 N-4   MBIIb 

Squared like feature composed 

of small stones 

284 N2 NW-SE 0.75 0.75 5.89 5.52 N-4   MBIIb   

542  N-S     N-5  MBIIa 

A stone wall (one course of 

which has been exposed thus 

far), built of mixture of medium 

to large sized kurkar and 

limestone 

562  E-W     N-4  MBIIb 

Somewhat bent architectural 

layout 

563  N-S     N-4  MBIIb 

Built of three big and relatively 

flat boulders 

564  N-S     N-4  MBIIb 

Parallel to W563 and built of 

stones of various shapes and 

sizes. This wall bears the 

remains of a white plaster and 

some orange mudbrick 

material.  

 

 

 


