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Introduction 

 

Following our first season of excavations at Tel Achziv (summer 2014 – IAA permit 

no. G64-2014) and a maritime survey (winter 2015 – IAA permit no. G-15/2015) we 

– an international group of archaeologists and scientists from the Nelson Glueck 

School of Biblical Archaeology - Hebrew Union College (HUC), the French Research 

Center at Jerusalem (CRFJ), Lyon University 2 and the University of Haifa supported 

by the French Foreign Affair Office (Minister of Foreign Affairs and International 

Development) and the Honor Frost Foundation (HFF) – launched the second season 

of a French-Israeli archaeological mission at Tel Achziv (Figs. 1, 2). 

 

Fig. 1: Map of sites along the eastern Mediterranean coast. 
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The 2015 excavation at Achziv lasted three weeks, between June 25 and July 17. 

Forty participants (volunteers and staff), French and Israeli were engaged in the 

project. This included students from various French institutions: Ecole du Louvre; 

Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne; Université Paris Ouest-Nanterre-La Défense; 

Université du Mans and Université Le Mirail in Toulouse. 

  

 

Fig. 2: Aerial view of Tel Akhziv looking southeast. 

 

Providing that the Late Bronze Age and Iron Age towns at Achziv have been mostly 

neglected by the previous excavations, that focused on the Middle Bronze rampart 

and the wealthy Iron II Phoenician cemeteries (Prausnitz 1963; 1965; 1975; Dayagi 

Mendels 2000; Mazar 2000; 2001; 2004) and given the limited excavated area, our 

excavation goal is will be to open excavation areas that may potentially contain 

evidence from these periods.  

Given that last year's excavations at Area N (Fig. 3) yielded considerable 

archaeological evidence that was dated with certainty to the MBII and that the dig 

ended above a conflagration layer, we decided to resume our excavation there in order 

to clarify the nature of this destruction and to compare it with what is known from 

Prausnitz excavations at the northeastern part of the mound.  

In addition, we opened two new excavation probes: one to the southeast of Area N, on 

a nearby plateau (Area N1); the other at the northwestern part of the national park, 

close to the Eli Avivi compound (Area C; Fig. 3). 
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The main reason for choosing these two locations was their relative geographical 

proximity to the previous excavation areas of Prausnitz (1963; 1965; 1975), where 

Bronze and Iron Age remains were uncovered. By this, we hoped to expose either 

public and/or domestic architecture of the Bronze and Iron Age cities at Achziv and to 

reveal the layout of this coastal town during the second and first millennia BCE.  

 

Fig. 3: Achziv excavation areas, summer 2015. 
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Area N 

Area Supervisor: Pimprenelle Atlan and Chloé Schmidt 

 

General Overview 

Area N is situated at the north-western edge of the mound, on a slope overlooking the 

Mediterranean to the west, Nahal Kziv to the north-west and the road leading to the 

Lebanese coast via Rosh-Haniqra to its north (Fig. 3). 

Like most of the ancient tells in north Israel, during the early 1980's the area has been 

occupied by an IDF force that dug trenches which damaged the ancient remains.  

Nevertheless and in spite of some access difficulties and the relatively sharp 

inclination of the slope, we decided to excavate in this area. Several reasons stood 

behind this decision: 

I. The proximity of Area N to past excavation areas, especially those opened by 

Moshe Prausnitz in the 1960's (Prausnitz 1975; 1993), in part of our effort to 

create a linkage between Achziv's past and present archaeological exploration.    

II. The strategic location of Area N, with the Mediterranean to the west and 

Nahal Kziv to its north-west owns a high potential for archaeological 

discoveries.  

III. From a morphological point of view, the existence of some straight lines in the 

curved layout of the tell, especially its northwestern corner, might indicate the 

existence of ancient walls below surface level, hence having the potential for 

archaeological discovering as well as embodying a good point of departure for 

our excavations.  

 

Summary of 2014 Excavations at Area N 

Evidence for MBIIb fortification system at Achziv was first detected in the 

northeastern part of the mound during the excavations directed in 1963-1964 by 

Moshe Prausnitz (Prausnitz 1993: 32). It was composed of a beaten-earth rampart, a 

revetment containing several layers of earth and a glacis made of a stone wall coated 

with clay. Typical MBIIb pottery was found in this area confirming the date of the 

system (Oren 1975). According to the excavator a fosse was dug at the foot of the 

glacis turned the city into an island surrounded by rampart (Prausnitz 1975).  
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Several stratigraphical and chronological observations were drawn from the 2014 

season of excavation at area N.  

Preliminary analysis of the ceramic assemblage and architectural evidence indicated 

that the northwestern part of the mound was occupied during the Middle Bronze Age 

(MBIIb-c) and the Medieval/Ottoman periods. Of special importance is the existence 

of thick walls that seemed to be part of a MBII fortification system running parallel to 

the western slope of the mound.  

This feature presented a squared shaped stone core with one possible squared room 

fixed at its center. The area to its north included an open space. The entire feature 

could have used as a bastion situated in the north-western corner of the MBIIb city.   

If our hypothesis is correct and the stone features from Area N belong to the MBIIb, 

this means that during this time span the entire northern perimeter of Tell Achziv was 

encompassed by a fortification system.  

As was the case with the MBII system in the northeastern part of the mound 

(Prausnitz 1993: 32), it seems that the northwestern section of the fortification 

suffered of a violent destruction as well. Preliminary ceramic results indicate that this 

destruction (our Phase N3) should be dated to the latest part of the MBII (MBIIc) or 

the beginning of the LB (LBI).1  

 

                                                           
1  For a similar destruction date of the northeastern fortification system, see: Prausnitz 1993: 32.  
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Description of the Archaeological Evidence 

This season we resumed excavating squares N1 and N2 and expanded Square N2 

southward. 

 

Fig. 4: General view of Area N during excavation season 2015. 

 

Excavation in area N was conducted with several objectives in 2015: 

I. Exposing the foundations of the Middle Bronze Age fortification wall. 

II. Uncovering the stratigraphical relation between the fortification wall and the 

mudbrick debris and earth fill to its north.  

III. Resuming excavation in the squared room at the center of the fortification 

system. 

IV. Clearing the western edge of both squares N1 and N2 (towards the sea). 

V. Excavating the so-called “glacisˮ from 2014 – a fill made of pebbles and loose 

soil to the south of the Middle Bronze fortification system.   

VI. Removing the stones of the medieval/ottoman graves to the east. These 

graves were excavated during the 2014 excavation season.  
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Fig. 5: Area N. general plan. 
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Phase N-1 

The topsoil layer in our 2015 season was a deliberate fill put by us at the end of the 

2014 season in order to protect the archaeological remains. The sifted soil was put on 

top of a plastic sheet and was thus removed (L250).  

Loci excavated below contained few non indicative sherds (L251; 252; 253).  

Some of the stones of the medieval/ottoman burials, all of which were concentrated 

along the eastern section, were removed for safety reasons. 

Situated at the southeastern part of Square N2, W206 – a medium size stones 

arranged in one row that was detected in 2014, is assigned to this phase as well.  

The southeastern part of Area N was occupied by a layer of small stones and pebbles 

mixed with gravel – the so-called “glacisˮ from 2014. Excavation of this layer 

exposed a dark compact layer and additional two tombs (L277). Mixed pottery that 

was discovered in it supports the assumption that this was some sort of a washed 

layer.  

 

Phase N-2 

This phase which is situated below topsoil was assigned to the medieval/ottoman 

graves that were not excavated this year.  

 

Phase N-3 

Archaeological evidence of this phase which marked the end of the MB period and 

the transition to the LB were found in few locations. Notable among these was the 

southwestern corner of Square N2. Below some mixed material (L258) layer of 

brown loose soil containing some pottery and bones was uncovered (L276). Indicative 

sherds that were found in this layer dated it to the transition from the MBIIb-c to the 

LB. 

 

Phase N-4 

Phase N4 was the main occupational phase in this area. In spite of the sharp slope, 

both architectural plan and section, attest that most of the architectural features found 

in Area N were part of the same construction – the northwestern part of a MBII 

fortification system at Achziv.  
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Excavation of the northern part of Square N resumed by clearing the lower courses of 

W226. Four courses of this stone wall were exposed and it seems that it was leaning 

against an earthen fill to the south, aiming at supporting the MBII fortification wall 

from the north. The western continuation of the wall was not exposed. 

The area to the north of W226 and below the mudbrick material of L222 from the 

previous season was previously considered as an opened space (L251). This area was 

divided into two probes: a northern and a southern one.  

The northern probe (L260; 263) was occupied by an orange to red bricky material. 

Several indicative MBIIb pottery sherds were retrieved from this space. The 

lowermost layer contained a thin layer of sea sand, only few cm. thick, with no 

pottery sherds (L269).  

 

Fig. 6: The northern part of Area N, a view to east. To the left, the eastern section and 

W226 immediately to its right.   

 

The southern probe (L252) consisted of multiple layers made of two distinct 

materials. The first was a very thin layer made of sea sand containing shells (L257). 

The second consisted of a red-brown layer mixed with small stones (L259). Only few 

eroded small sherds were found here. The same stratigraphical sequence repeated in 

the eastern section of the two probes (L274).  
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Fig. 7: L274 – the lower part of the eastern section. Note the inclination of the 

sediments, most likely natural depositions. 

 

At the beginning we thought that these layers were artificially manmade aiming to 

support the fortification wall. The lack of significant ceramic remains and their curved 

position (rather than straight) – support the assumption that these are natural 

sediments originating from northwest and that we are close to bedrock.2  

The few pottery sherds that were found at this point seem to be out of their primary 

context, most likely a fill that was installed at the external part of the fortification's 

foundation. The presence of mudbrick material mixed with some stones in this area 

raises another option, that excavation here reached the bottom of a destruction layer 

associated with the fortification wall (L. 267). Below, the western face of the 

fortification system was unearthed, composed of four courses of medium-large size 

(30-50 cm. in diameter) stones (L265; 280). The area further to the west was 

excavated to a depth of 50 cm. in the last few days of the 2015 season (L275). This 

excavation aimed at clarifying the constructional picture in the northwestern end of 

Area N. At this point no clear answer can be provided.  

The area to the north of L265 was occupied by W218. This accumulation of 

limestone was detected in 2014. In this season, the stones were articulated, some of 

the collapsed stones were removed and the layout of the northwest-southeast stone 

feature (W218) was uncovered. This stone feature is composed of medium sized field 

                                                           
2  This observation was made by Prof. Ruth Shahack Gross of Haifa University.  
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stones and might have used as revetment to the earthen fill below. Parallel and to the 

south of this wall, the remains of W217 were detected. This wall is composed of large 

ashlars and seems to support the stone feature of W218 to the south.  

Situated at the heart of Area N was the squared “roomˮ (Square N2). Excavation of 

this space started last year and resumed this year as well. A thin burnt layer was 

detected inside the “roomˮ containing charcoal, animal bones, flint and pottery sherds 

(L255; 262; 266; 268).  

 

Fig. 8: The burnt layer of L266 in the “roomˮ. Part of the southern W224 in front. 

 

Three walls delimited the squared “roomˮ: W216 to the north; W224 to the south and 

W225 to the west. It should be noted that these three walls present different 

construction methods. W225 is composed of large stones filled with small stones. The 

same building technique was observed in W264 that runs parallel and to the west of 

W225. This suggests that these two walls constituted the eastern and the western faces 

of the same thick wall. The wall is leaning against the massive W217 and should have 

been constructed later. The function of this wall was to support the fortification wall 

from the south.  

Two parallel walls abut W264 from southwest. The northern of these (W284) is a 

short wall of which only a small segment was preserved. Additional wall, longer and 
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thicker, was detected to its south (W271) and resembles the dimensions of W217 to 

its north. W284 and W271 are located in a lower level than W264 due to the natural 

sharp inclination of the hill. Moreover, it seems that these two walls were 

significantly damaged and eroded due to their proximity to the western slope.   

 

 

Fig. 9: The western part of Area N. W224 to the left, W284 at the center and W271 to 

the right. 

 

The area to the south of the squared “roomˮ and W224 was occupied by a squared 

like feature consisting of layer of small stones (W283). The exact nature of this layer 

is not clear though it seems to be related to the MB construction.  
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Fig. 10: A squared like feature of W283 consisting of layer of small stones. 
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Fig. 11: Section N1-N1. Squares N1-N2, view to east. 
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Discussion and Summary 

During the 2015 excavation season at Area N new evidence of the MBII fortification 

system at Achziv was uncovered. Departing from our 2014 discoveries, this season 

allowed the careful examination of the various constructive phases that composed the 

MBII fortification system.  

 

 

Fig. 12: Area N at the end of the 2015 excavation season, a view to north. 
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Area N1 

Area Supervisor: Chloé Schmidt 

 

General Overview 

Situated to the southeast of Area N, Area N1 is a probe composed of one square that 

was initially opened during the 2015 excavation season. This new area was located on 

top of the hill, in the northwestern part of the mound and to the northwest of the Eli 

Avivi compound (Fig. 3).  

The aim of this probe was to find features located within the ancient city of Achziv 

and to uncover their connection to the MBII fortification system, discovered in the 

nearby area N. 

Area N1, which was composed of one square measuring 5 x 5 m (Square N1-1), was 

dug from July 3rd to July 17th.   

 

Description of the Archaeological Evidence 

In the first day of operation, a tractor was used in order to remove a hard and 

concreted topsoil layer, certainly related to the military infrastructures that dominated 

the northwestern part of the mound. 

 

 
Fig. 13: Area N1, Sq. N1-1, L400 at the beginning of work, view from west. 
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Phase N1-1 

Immediately and below the topsoil layer (L400), a new thick layer made of loose 

brown soil appeared (L401). This layer contained mixed material with pottery of 

various periods. At this point the upper parts of several stone features emerged, all of 

which built in an east-west axis, which correspond well to medieval/ottoman graves.  

 

Phase N1-2 

The graves assigned to this phase include: W402 to the north (unexcavated); W405 to 

the northwest, which was found empty, and W406 (also unexcavated) to the southeast 

– all consisted of vertically arranged blocks, aligned in a semi-circular shape (side 

boxing/formwork slabs).  

The area to the west was dominated by W403 that was composed of large blocks and 

that was found empty. Additional wall (W404) contained two parallel vertically 

arranged big blocks (side boxing/formwork slabs). This grave contained an 

incomplete human skeleton, with a fragmentary skull on its west.  

A brown, hard and dense fill containing gravel and shell fragments covered the upper 

part of these stone features (L407). Here, only few objects were found: body sherds 

from different periods (MBII, LB, IA, Roman, Byzantine and Ottoman), shells, and 

fragmentary bones. 

 
Fig. 14: Area N1, Sq. N1-1, W405, W403 and W404, view from north. 
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The eastern side of the square was dominated by series of smaller or larger 

quadrangular blocks, lined up in a straight line, on an east-west axis. These structures 

resemble the graves with the horizontally arranged big slabs and include: W408 to the 

northeast; W409 to the east; W410 in the northern part of the square; W411 to the 

southeast; W412 to the northeast and W413 to the southeast. 

 

Phase N1-3 

Below the medieval/ottoman graves of Phase N1-2 new features emerged: W408 

(associated with W413); W414 in the southwestern part of the square, below W404 

and the mixed layer of L407; W415 in the northwestern part of the square, below 

W405; W416 at the southwestern part of the square; W417 which continues the line 

of W408, and W418 below W405 to the northwest. 

 

 
Fig. 15: Area N1, Sq. N1-1, features associated with Phase N1-3, view from west. 

 

The features were constructed in a similar way: series of smaller or larger 

quadrangular blocks lined up in a straight line on an east-west axis corresponding to 

the upper part to graves. W415 is more rectangular than the other features and 

consists of vertically arranged blocks and one horizontal fragmentary block (seen in 

the northwest section). A fragmentary human skull was observed to the west, 

immediately below the horizontal block. 
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Fig. 16: Area N1, Sq. N1-1, W415, view from north. 

 

Discussion and Summary 

Excavation in that square uncovered several structures below surface and military 

infrastructures (Phase N1-1). These features probably Muslims were situated in the 

upper part of the graveyard that occupies the northern slope of Tel Achziv.  

 

 

Fig. 17: General view of Area N1 at the end of the excavation season 2015, view 

to west. 

 

Two main stratigraphical phases were discerned:  

Phase N1-2: Graves that were dated to recent periods, most likely the 19th and the 20th 

centuries AD. These stone built graves were built without horizontally blocks.   
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Phase N1-3: Typical to this earlier level of graves is the different architectural layout. 

Graves of this phase were constructed of small to large sized quadrangular blocks, 

lined up in a straight line on an east-west axis and horizontally formwork slabs. These 

graves are earlier should be dated to the Ottoman period, perhaps to the 17th-18th 

centuries AD.  

Material culture assemblages from Area N1 contained mixed loci: pottery of various 

periods that are represented at Achziv (mostly handles), mixed with some bones. 

Excavation of Area N1 stopped atop the graves of Phase N1-3.  

 

 

 

Fig. 18: Area N1, general plan. 
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Area C 

Area Supervisors: Katia Charbit Nataf and Sophie Dybich-Mattéi  

 

General Overview 

Area C is a new area that is situated at the northwestern part of the national park, 

close to the Eli Avivi's compound and not far from the excavation areas of Prausnitz's 

team. Excavations that were conducted to the east and west of Area C during the 

1960's uncovered archaeological remains, among these parts of the MBII fortification 

system and IAII dwelling houses. We thus decided to open a probe at the area that 

connects two of Prausnitz's excavation areas, at the closest point to the east of Eli 

Avivi's compound. The area was dug from June 29th to July 15th, 2015, by a group of 

15 students under supervision of Katia Charbit Nataf and Sophie Dybich-Mattéi  

Situated at the heart of the former Arab village ez-Zib and atop an artificial fill that 

was laid in 1968 as part of the preparation of Achziv to a national park, a layer of soil 

(50 cm thick) was put and some water and electricity infrastructures were inserted in 

trenches. As a result, in the first two excavation days of the 2015 season, we used a 

tractor. Squares C1 and C2 were opened initially and squares C4 and C5 

subsequently. Square C3 was not opened and square C5 did not present any remains 

and was thus closed. The northwestern corners of squares C2 and C4 used as probes 

were dug 50 cm below the surface levels created by the tractor.  

Excavation at Area C consisted of three squares measuring 5m (N-S) x 4m (E-O) 

each. A balk, 1m wide, was left between squares C1 and C2. Generally, Area C is 

located on a slope with its upper most part at its south on square C1 (11.64 m) and its 

lower part at its north on square C4 (10.59 m).  

The eastern part of each of the squares contained a trench in which water and 

electricity infrastructures were inserted. The trench and pipes were removed from 

square C1 and excavation resumed below. The first three days of excavations focused 

on cleaning inside and outside the squares and preparing them for excavation.  

 

Fig. 19: Area C, general plan. 
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Description of the Archaeological Evidence 

Phase C1 

The first occupation layer, immediately below surface, contained remains dated to the 

post-Ottoman and pre 1948 period. Architectural remains and objects originating from 

private houses of the Arab village of ez-Zib, resided in the place until 1948, were 

uncovered in all three opened squares. These houses occupied the western side of the 

excavated area. Adopting tactic of “deep description” with the intention of reflecting 

to a maximal degree the observations of the field supervisors and a high-resolution 

“aerial narrative”, we decided to keep and document these materials in spite of their 

relatively late date (19th-early 20th centuries CE).  

Excavation at square C1 uncovered the remains of a dwelling house 20 – 30 cm below 

topsoil. This is clearly seen in the western section. A gray-whitish floor made of 

plastered concrete was covered by a 5 cm layer of recent material (L310). Here, in the 

upper part of the western section, a lantern was found in situ laying on its side as well 

as many glass, metal, wood and clay objects. The floor was superimposed on a fill 

made of small pebbles (L311). This layer was poorly preserved and presents irregular 

shape that was observed in the western and southern sections. The floor and the 

pebbles fill are cut in the southern section by a fill of black sticky earth going down 

from the topsoil level in the southwestern corner of the square to the center of the 

southern bulk. A layer of soil containing mixed pottery, ca. 90 cm thick (L313) was 

found below the pebbles fill and was observed in the western section. This level 

corresponds L301 inside the square. 

The northern part of square C1 was dominated by several architectural elements.  

Wall 312 consisted of five large stones and runs parallel to the northern section. This 

wall was directly built on top of another wall (W348) which is longer than W312. 

This second wall could be dated earlier than Phase C1. The material found during the 

cleaning of L301 contained mixed pottery of the 20th century, the Medieval and the 

Roman periods. This layer could have used as a fill for the construction of the Arab 

house. 

W348 seems to be connected with two perpendicular features (L338; 340), forming 

together a U shape structure. The structure is north-south oriented. The two 

perpendicular features consist three courses of stones each. At the end of the season, 
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the base of the structure was not yet visible and it was still impossible to connect it to 

any surface or floor.  

 

 

Fig. 20: Square C1, general overview towards west. Note the U shape structure at the 

right.    

 

The southwestern part of square C1 was occupied by a round installation presenting 

an oval/circular outline. This feature is made of earth mixed with small stones and 

chalk. The presence of ash and charcoal inside the southern part of the installation 

suggested that it used as a hearth. Initially, we dated it to the late Roman period, but 

recent material found inside this feature (L354) including 20th century pottery, metal 

objects, glass and textile remains pointed to a more recent date. It is therefore 

assumed that the installation was intrusive and that it cuts the Roman period levels – 

most likely a modern pit. 
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Fig. 21: Square C1, view to east. To the right, the oval/circular installation made of 

earth mixed with small stones and chalk. Note the ash and charcoal inside the 

southern part of the installation. 

 

No houses of the types found in squares C1 and C4 were detected in square C2.  

Below a later fill (L317), a plastered floor, most likely of an Arab house was found 

through a white line seen in the western and southern sections (L317a). This plastered 

surface was located atop another fill (L318).  

This phase also presents a secondary use of walls, such as the upper courses of W316 

of square C2 (see below). 

Evidence for an additional house of the Arab village ez-Zib was uncovered in the 

southwestern corner of square C4. Two walls: a western (W326) and a southern one 

(W325) created a corner. A hard concrete floor that was covered by a layer of plaster 

(L328a) abutted the two walls at a level of 9.4 m. As in square C1, the plaster floor 

was covered by a fill (L328). This post-Ottoman house occupies most of the 

southwestern part of square C4.  

The area immediately to the north of this house was occupied by a fill of medium to 

big sized stones (L332). This fill is very large (at least 2 m x 2 m) and deep and could 

have been done by the inhabitants of the house. The stones are similar in shape and 

size to those of the subterranean unit of Phase C2.  
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Fig. 22: The plaster floor of L328a abutting W325 and W326, view from east. Note 

the stone fill to the right of the house. 

 

Phase C2 

Remains of Phase C2 were detected only in square C4.  

When cleaning the plaster floor of L328a of Phase C1, we noticed a hole in its 

northeastern part. The hole, that was later enlarged in order to allow an entrance led to 

a stone built subterranean structure (L350), most likely a basement of some sort that 

was blocked. The subterranean unit is built of medium sized stones. It was found 

empty with only some wooden beams that were sampled.  Its floor was located 

approximately 2 m below the floor of the Arab house above.  

A blockage was discerned in the eastern part of the northern wall. This blockage of an 

earlier entrance or a passage is built of smaller stones, different in shape than those of 

the subterranean unit walls. According to Rina Avivi (oral communication), the 

passage was blocked in the 1960's by the Avivi family in order to prevent access to 

the Eli Avivi compound.  

The construction date of the subterranean feature should be set prior to the building of 

the Arab house and therefore seems to correspond the late Ottoman period (late 19th-

early 20th centuries CE).  

Various fills unearthed in all three squares should be related to this post Phase C3 and 

pre Phase C1 stage.  

Phase C3 
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Evidence for Phase C3 was uncovered in squares C1 and C2.  

Excavation in square C1 yielded several architectural features, domestic in nature.  

Small stones pavement occupied most of the square (L340; 345). Much pottery sherds 

were found on the surface and between the stones. The baulk of this pottery was dated 

to the late Roman period. The pavement is clearer in the northern part of the square, 

where it abuts the walls of a domestic structure (10.32-10.22 m). It should be noted 

that the stone pavement is irregularly shaped and that its southern and western borders 

are not clear (L342).  

Two walls dominate the southwestern corner of the square: W351 to the east and 

W352 to the west – presenting two constructional phases. The lower courses are well 

built and consisted of big limestone ashlars. One course of these walls is built of 

kurkar stone measures 48cm x 48cm. The higher course of these walls is made of 

medium to small sized stones irregularly placed on the uppermost course. Some other 

medium to small sized stones forming part of a circle were unearthed at the corner of 

W351 and W352.  

Late Roman architecture and materials were found in square C2 as well.  

The southwestern corner of the square was occupied by several large stones, 

irregularly shaped, that were identified as W316. The stratigraphic context of this wall 

is not clear. The area around the wall contained much late Roman pottery at a level of 

10.05 m (L323; 343 and 344). It should be noted that no clear floor or pavement were 

associated with these loci. 
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Fig. 23: Square C2, general overview towards west.   

 

Wall 319 is situated in the northern bulk of the square. It is formed by four courses of 

big and irregular stones, uncovered immediately below topsoil. The top stone 

measures 42 cm x 65 cm and its level is 11.11 m. It is situated above the plaster floor 

(L319a). The lower courses of W319 are situated below the plaster floor of L319a. 

This is clearly observed in the northern section. The lowest stone was measured at 

level 10.05 m near an accumulation of flat pottery sherds observed in the northern and 

the western sections. This wall is not well built and needs to be reexamined when 

square C3 will be opened. The notion that the wall continues below the plaster floor 

from Phase C1 and that its base is associated with the floor of L320a; 349, 

characterized by the flat surface of restorable pottery – all suggest that it should be 

assigned to Phase C3 of the late Roman period. W319 could have been reused as a 

foundation wall by a Palestinian house. W316 that dominates the northwestern part of 

the square and that continues into the western section should be assigned to this phase 

as well.   

Locus 323 is a floor consisted of medium sized stones, ca. 20 cm thick, that was 

exposed at a level of 10.24 m to 10 m. This surface is made of a compact earth layer 

bearing much pottery sherds mostly dated to the late Roman period. The floor was 
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detected in the northern part of the square, rather than its southern part where a debris 

mixed with sherds was found (L343; 344). 

Other big stones that were found scattered in the square could belong to architectural 

features.  

In the southeastern corner of the square, a squared stone feature built of kurkar was 

unearthed. It measures 48 cm x 48 cm and its top level is 10.02 m. It seems to be 

associated with other flat stones observed in the eastern section but they are not 

aligned with them. A lime stone situated to the south to the kurkar stone is at a top 

level of 10.23 m. Both stones correspond in level to the pavement detected in the 

northern part of L323. Other smaller stones appeared in this area and could have been 

aligned with this feature but they were smaller and contained only one course. The 

kurkar stone seems to have the same size as the kurkar stone unearthed in square C1 

L352 (48 cm x 48 cm), perhaps reflecting the building standard of the late Roman 

period. 

Three large stones, their upper part is flattened, were discerned at the bottom of the 

northern part of square C2 at level 9.01 m (L322). These stones could have been part 

of a wall or a platform.  
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Fig. 24: Section C2-C2 – the western section at square C1. 
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Phase C4 

Remains of Phase C4, the earliest of Area C phases thus far, were found in the eastern 

and central parts of square C4.  

Excavation in the area to the east of the subterranean unit revealed a thick layer (more 

than 50 cm) of red-brown burnt mudbrick material containing restorable vessels, 

animal bones, burnt olive pits, charcoal and shells that were dated based on ceramic 

parallels to the Iron Age IIa (IAIIa). Most of the baskets from this clean layer (found 

at a level 9.1 m) were sifted and sampled.  

The area that was excavated immediately to the east of the subterranean unit 

contained clean IAIIa material (L341).  

 

 

Fig. 25: A red-brown burnt mudbrick material containing restorable vessels, animal 

bones, burnt olive pits, charcoal and shells to the east of the subterranean unit of 

square C4 (L341).  

 

The most significant IAIIa remains were found along the eastern section (L347) with 

many restorable vessels including: bowls, chalices, storejars, cooking pots and lamps. 

A small zoomorphic figurine was found in this layer as well. Material from these 

layers is currently in restoration. 
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Fig. 26: Complete IAIIa chalice buried in thick mudbrick and ash material along the 

eastern section of square C4.  

 

Restorable IAIIa vessels, including a chalice, were found below the mudbrick layer of 

L347 as well. A soft brown material delimited from the east by a thick white plaster 

line that was observed in the eastern bulk, was detected here at a level of 9.1-8.92 m 

(L357; 360). This layer seems to be part of the collapse of L347. It contains 

restorable vessels such as an IAIIa chalice with a trumpet base that was found upside 

down.  

 

Fig. 27: The northern part of the destruction layer, Phase C4, containing mudbrick 

material and restorable vessels in the eastern part of square C4.  

 

This stratigraphical scenario could be the result of the collapse of a second storey of a 

building, its floor represented by the white plaster line, along its contents, into the first 
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floor. It is supported by clear vertical and horizontal lines of plaster that were 

observed in the eastern section along large sherds of storejars lying flat.  

While no clear architectural features were found in this layer, the thick layer, burnt 

mudbrick, charcoal and pits, as well as the smashed vessels suggest that L347 and 

L357 comprise part of a heavy conflagration layer and a violent end and that it should 

be dated to the IAIIa.  

 

 

 

Fig. 28: Section C1-C1 – the western section at square C4. 
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Discussion and Summary 

Excavating Area C yielded important observations concerning the stratigraphical 

sequence of ancient Achziv.  

Situated immediately below surface level were the remains of the post-Ottoman pre-

1948 houses remains of the Arab village of ez-Zib. Architectural remains including 

walls, floors and pits were detected in all three excavation areas and were assigned to 

Phase C1.  

Architectural evidence for Phase C2 was revealed only in square C4, below the 

foundation layer of the Arab house. This included a subterranean unit that was built of 

stones and that was blocked in the 1960's and an adjacent pit filled with stones, 

similar to those found in the subterranean unit. Based on its stratigraphical position 

and relation to the Arab house, this feature was dated to the late Ottoman period.  

Remains of domestic architecture including paved floors and walls that were dated to 

the late Roman period have been uncovered in squares C1 and C2. Material culture 

from this squares contained bowls, storejars, jugs and some decorated material 

indicative of this period as well as some animal bones.   

Finally, the earliest most evidence from Area C was detected in square C4 and was 

limited to the central and eastern parts of the square.  

Preliminary analysis of the material culture found in the thick mudbrick layer share 

parallels with ceramic assemblages dated to the mid ninth century BCE such as: 

Hazor IX; Rehov IV; Beth Shean S1; Jezreel compound; Taanach IIb; Megiddo Va-

IVb; Gezer VIII; Safi IV and Dan IVa.  

These destruction layers were all dated to the IAIIa, to the mid ninth century BCE, the 

time when the ambitious king Hazael of Aram-Damascus defeated the local cities and 

monarchs in the southern Levant.  

If this scenario is correct and the IAIIa destruction layer found in Area C was the 

outcome of Hazel's campaigns, then this discovery has far reaching implications 

concerning our knowledge of Iron Age IIa at Achziv and most likely other coastal 

cities in the north. More specifically, the involvement of the Phoenician city of 

Achziv in these crucial events that influenced the political, economic and social 

history of the coast that was unknown until now. It is for this reason that it is 

necessary to try and connect this recently discovered ceramic assemblage to a proper 
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architectural (domestic or public) context and to build a proper ceramic sequence for 

Iron Age Achziv. 

Excavation of the IAII layers of Achziv has just started. It seems that the 

conflagration layer continues below the levels we reached at the end of the 2015 

season. We hope that future excavations will shed light on this intriguing matter.   
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Achziv 2015 – Lists of Walls and Loci 

 

Area N – List of Walls 

No.  Sq. Axis W L H B Phase Period 

Associated 

Loci Notes 

206 N2 

NE-

SW 0.4 2.75 8.59   N-1 Med. 213; 219 

Medium sized squared 

stones arranged in one row 

216 N2 

NW-

SE 0.5 1.75 7.62 7.13 ?   223   

217 N1 

NW-

SE 0.6 1.75 6.53 5.93 N-4 MBIIb 210 

Stone wall built of 
relatively large ashlars 

parallel and to the south of 

W218. At least two courses 

were preserved 

218 N1 

NW-

SE 2.5 4 6.86 5.77 N-4 MBIIb 265 

Stone feature composed of 

medium sized field stones 

and might have used as 
revetment to the earthen fill 

below 

224 N2 
NW-

SE 0.3 1.5 7.38   N-4 MBIIb 223   

225 N2 
NE-
SW 

0.7
5 3.5 7.14 6.82 N-4 MBIIb 223 

Large stones filled with 

smaller stones leaning 

against W217. Same 
technique as W264 

226 N1 
NW-

SE 
0.7

5 1.6 7.4 7.04 N-4 MBIIb 222 

Four courses of stone wall 

leaning atop an earthen fill 
and towards south 

271 N2 

NW-

SE 1 1.75 6.78 5.64 N-4 MBIIb 276 A relatively thick wall 

264 N2 

NE-

SW 0.5 3.5 7.12 6.1 N-4 MBIIb 261 

Ar least three courses of 
large stones. Small stones 

in holes. Same technique as 

W225 

283 N2 
NW-

SE 1.5 1.5 7.44 7.2 N-4 MBIIb 277; 281 
Squared like feature 

composed of small stones 

284 N2 

NW-

SE 

0.7

5 0.75 5.89 5.52 N-4 MBIIb 258; 276   

285 ?           ?       
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Area N – List of Loci 

 

Loc. Phase Period 

Up. 

Level 

L. 

Level Sq. Baskets Description 

250 Cleaning Topsoil 4.75 3.21 N1-2 

2272; 2278; 2282; 

2306; 2307; 2314; 

2322; 2326; 2329; 
2357; 2365; 2368; 

2369 

Cleaning soil that was put on 

top of a plastic sheet in the 
entire area at the end of the 

previous season 

251 Cleaning Topsoil 4.26   N1 2203; 2211; 2215 Material below topsoil 

252 Cleaning Topsoil     N1 2204 Pottery sherds below topsoil 

253 Cleaning Topsoil       2205 Pottery sherds below topsoil 

254 ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

255 Mixed Mixed 6.51 6 N2 

2209; 2216; 2238; 

2242; 2258; 2262; 
2269; 2273; 2275; 

2277; 2282; 2294; 

2303 

A thin burnt layer containing 

pottery sherds and bones  

256 Cleaning Topsoil     N1-2 2207 Bones from cleaning 

257 N-4 MBII? 8.31 6.38 N1 

2217; 2219; 2220; 

2247; 2248; 2250; 

2253; 2264; 2281 

A thin layer of sand containing 
few ceramic sherds, mudbrick, 

bones and shells. The layer is 

only few cm. thick 

258 N-3 Mixed 5.73 5.63 N2 

2237; 2239; 2241; 

2255; 2260; 2261; 

2268; 2270; 2271; 
2285; 2286; 2295; 

2296; 2308; 2310; 

2311 

Mixed material from the 

western part of the square 

259 Mixed Mixed 6.83 6.55 N1 

2221; 2222; 2224; 

2244; 2245; 2246; 

2252; 2305 

Mixed material from the 

western part of the square 

260 N-4? MBII? 6.6 6.41 N1 

2226; 2227; 2229; 

2235; 2243; 2274; 

2288; 2297; 2298 

A thin layer containing pottery 

sherds and bones 

261 Mixed Mixed 7.97 5.63 N1-2 

2236; 2240; 2256; 
2312; 2328; 2344; 

2345; 2348; 2349; 

2354; 2372; 2374; 
2376 

Body sherds, bones, shells and 
glass in a fill 

262 N-4? MBII? 6.57 6.09 N2 
2249; 2251; 2259; 
2284 

Fill in the northeastern part of 

the square. Bitumen and non-
indicative sherds 

263 N-4 MBIIb 6.31 6.22 N1 

2263; 2265; 2266; 

2290; 2317; 2320; 

2321 

A thin layer of sand containing 

few ceramic sherds, bones and 

shells. The layer is only few cm. 

thick 

264 N-2? Roman     N2 2267   

265 Mixed Mixed  6.33 5.06 N1 

2276; 2279; 2280; 
2289; 2299; 2302; 

2347; 2350 

Western face of the fortification 
system composed of four 

courses of medium-large size 

limestones and covered by 
fallen large stones. Mixed 

material 

266 N-4 MBIIb 6.09 5.97 N2 

2287; 2292; 2293; 
2300; 2301; 2309; 

2313; 2318; 2319; 

2324; 2325 

A thin burnt layer containing 

pottery sherds, charcoal, flint, 

shells and bones  

267 N-3 

MBIIb-

LB 6.13 6.01 N1 2315; 2316 

Mudbrick material in a fill of 
the fortification's base or the 

lower part of a destruction layer 

268 N-3 
MBIIb-
LB 5.97   N2 2327; 2330; 2342 

A thin burnt layer in the 

northeastern part of the square 

containing pottery sherds, 

charcoal and bones. One late 
sherd 
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269 N-4 MBIIb 6.22   N1   

A thin layer of sand only few 

cm. thick. No pottery was found 

270 N-4 MBIIb 4.2   N2 

2339; 2340; 2341; 

2351; 2355; 2358; 

2364 

Sounding in L250 containing 

pottery sherds, tripod basalt 

bowl, shells and bones  

271 N-4 MBIIb     N2 2382; 2383   

272 
Cancelle
d             

273 

Cancelle

d       N1 2333   

274 N-4 MBIIb   6.01 N1 
2331; 2332; 2360; 
2361; 2362 

Eastern section of the probe. A 

thin layer of sand only few cm. 

thick. Few pottery sherds, bones 
and shells 

275 N-4 MBIIb 3.7 3.21 N1 

2337; 2338; 2363; 

2381 

A sounding, 50 cm thick in the 

western part of the square, 
containing ceramic sherds (Tell 

el-Yahudiya Ware) bones and 

metals 

276 N-3 

MBIIb-

LB 7.76 5.82 N2 

2334; 2335; 2336; 
2352; 2353; 2359; 

2371 

Pottery and bones from the 

exposure of W284 

277 N-1 Muslim      N2 2343 
Sounding in L205 on top of two 
tombs. Dark compact layer 

278 N-1 Muslim     N2   An unexcavated tomb 

279 ?             

280 ?   5.06   N1   

Fill of fallen large stones in the 

western part of the square 

281 N-4 MBIIb 8.23   N2 

2266; 2267; 2270; 

2284 

Several architectural features 
associated with W283. Mixed 

pottery and a clay stopper 

282 N-4 MBIIb 7.63   N2 2373; 2379; 2380 

Complete juglet, sherds and 

bones  

283 N-4 MBIIb     N2     

284 N-4 MBIIb     N2 2375 
Red mudbrick associated with a 
wall 

285 N-4 MBIIb     N2 2377 Pottery sherds 

286 Mixed Mixed     N2 2378 Pottery sherds 
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Area N1 – List of Walls 

No.  Sq. Axis Head Base Ph. Period 
Associated 
Loci Notes 

402 N1-1 E-W 11.2   N1-2  Ottoman 401 

Vertically arranged blocks in 

a semi-circular alignment 
(side formwork slabs). This 

structure corresponds to a 

grave located at the north of 
the square, which continues in 

the section. 

403 N1-1 E-W 

11.11 

10.38 N1-2 

Ottoman 

401 

Vertically arranged blocks in 
a semi-circular alignment 

(side formwork slabs). This 

structure corresponds to a 
grave located at the north of 

the square, which continues in 

the section. 

404 N1-1 E-W 11.08   N1-2 

Ottoman 

401; 407 

Two parallel of vertically 

arranged big blocks (side 

formwork slabs). This 
structure corresponds to a 

grave located at the south-

west of the square. 

405 N1-1 E-W 11.22 10.79 N1-2 

Ottoman 

401 

Vertically arranged blocks in 

a semi-circular alignment, 

which continues in the 
section. This structure 

corresponds to a grave located 

at the north-west of the 
square.  

406 N1-1 E-W 11.12   N1-2 

Ottoman 

401 

Vertically arranged blocks in 

a semi-circular alignment, 
which continues in the 

section. This structure 

corresponds to a grave located 
at the south-east of the square. 

408 N1-1 E-W 10.94   N1-3 

Ottoman 

419 

Series of quadrangular blocks, 

lined up in a straight line at 
the north-east corner of the 

square. This structure looks 

like a grave with horizontally 
arranged big blocks 

(formwork slabs), from 

another level. 

409 N1-1 E-W 10.82 10.69 N1-3 

Ottoman 

419 

Series of quadrangular blocks, 
lined up in a straight line at 

east of the square. This 

structure looks like a grave 
with horizontally arranged big 

blocks (formwork slabs), 

from another level, 

contemporary of W408. 

410 N1-1 E-W 10.91   N1-3 

Ottoman 

419 

Series of quadrangular blocks, 

lined up in a straight line at 
center of the square, in the 

north part of the square. This 

structure looks like a grave 
with horizontally arranged 

blocks (formwork slabs), 

from another level, 
contemporary of other 

identical structures. 

411 N1-1 E-W 10.75 10.57 N1-3 

Ottoman 

419 

Series of quadrangular blocks, 
lined up in a straight line at 

east of the square, in the south 

part of the square. This 
structure looks like a grave 

with horizontally arranged big 

blocks (formwork slabs), 
from another level, 

contemporary of other 

identical structures. 
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412 N1-1 E-W 10.71   
N1-
3/4 

Ottoman 

419 

Series of quadrangular blocks, 

lined up in a straight line at 
north-east of the square. This 

structure looks like a grave 

with horizontally arranged big 
blocks (formwork slabs), 

from another level. This 

feature seems to continue 
below W410. 

413 N1-1 E-W 10.66 10.59 N1-3 

Ottoman 

419 

Series of quadrangular blocks, 

lined up in a straight line 
located at south-east of the 

square. This structure looks 

like a grave with horizontally 
arranged big blocks 

(formwork slabs), from an 

other level, contemporary of 

other identical structures. 

414 N1-1 E-W 10.49   N1-3 

Ottoman 

  

Series of quadrangular blocks, 

lined up in a straight line at 
the south-west of the square 

and below W404 and L407. 

This structure looks like a 
grave with horizontally 

arranged blocks (formwork 

slabs), from an other level, 
contemporary of other 

identical structures. 

415 N1-1 E-W 10.48   N1-3 

Ottoman 

  

Vertically arranged blocks in 
a rectangular alignment (side 

formwork slabs) which 

continues in the section, and a 
horizontally fragmentary 

block (horizontally formwork 

slab) in the section. This 
structure corresponds to a 

grave located at the north-

west of the square, under 
W405. 

416 N1-1 E-W     N1-3 

Ottoman 

408? 

Series of aligned blocks of 

different forms and 
dimensions, located at the 

south-west of the square, in 

the extension of W411. 

417 N1-1 E-W     N1-3 

Ottoman 

  

Series of quadrangular blocks 
(formwork slabs), lined up in 

a straight line to the north of 

the square, in the extension of 
S.408. 

418 N1-1 E-W     N1-3 

Ottoman 

  

Series of quadrangular blocks 

(formwork slabs), lined up in 

a straight line along the 

northern edge of W415, 

located at north-west of the 
square. 
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Area N1 – List of Loci 

Loc. Phase Period Up. Level L. Level Sq. Description 

400 N1-1 Recent 11.26 11.05 N1-1 

Cleaning topsoil layer after tractor: Orange 
layer very hard and concreted (related to 

military infrastructures on top of the mound). 

Below, mixed with orange topsoil, a very 
thin sandy orange layer, removed by the 

tractor. Bones and ceramic sherds from 

different periods, shells and glass. Thickness 
of this mixed layer: 7 at 20cm by location. 

401 N1-2 Recent 11.05 10.51 N1-1 

Below topsoil, loose brown soil with some 

pockets of ashy orange soil. Could be related 

to a campfire located at northwest of the 
square, between W405 and W403. 

407 N1-2   11.05 10.4 N1-1 

Material from grave W404. A brown, hard 

and dense fill with gravel. Mixed material 

containing ceramics and bones from an 
incomplete individual.  

419 N1-3   10.51   N1-1 
Brown loose soil below L401, similar to the 

texture of L.401. 
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Area C – List of Walls 

 

No.  Sq. Axis W. L. H. B. Ph. Period Notes 

312 C1 E-W 0.25 1.75     C1 

Post 

Ottoman-pre 
1948 

A wall in the northern bulk 
consisted of one course of 5 big 

limestones. The first in the 

northwestern corner is the largest 
carved like a step of a scale.  

314 C1 N-S 1.06 2.44 10.64   C3 Late Roman? 

A stone feature, maybe a wall 

composed of one course of several 
stones that are associated with 

W312 

316 C2 E-W 0.48 0.4 10.39 9.53 C3 Late Roman 

A wall that continues to the 
western bulk of the square C2. It is 

formed by a few large stones 

irregularly shaped 

319 C2 N-S 0.42 0.65 11.11 10.05 C3 

Late roman; 
reused in 

modern times 

Floating wall that continues into 
the northern section and composed 

of several large stones 

325 C4 E-W 0.4 2.43     C1 

Post 
Ottoman-pre 

1948 Southern wall of a pre 1948 house 

326 C4 N-S 0.4 1.52 2.45 2.29 C1 

Post 

Ottoman-pre 

1948 

Lower course of the wall of a pre 

1948 house which contains a 
lower course of concrete and a 

second course of stones. This wall 

is related to the plaster floor  

348 C1 E-W 0.45 2.19     C1 

Post 

Ottoman-pre 

1948 Below W312 
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Area C – List of Loci 

 

Loc. Phase Period Up. Level L. Level Sq. Baskets Description 

300 C1 Surface 11.64   C1 

3000; 3000 BIS; 

3001; 3006; 3007; 
3009; 3010; 3044 

Cleaning topsoil outside Square 

C1. Gray brown lose soil mixed 

with pottery sherds, metal, glass 
and bones 

301 C1 Surface     C1 
3002; 3011; 3012; 
3013; 3014; 3040 

Cleaning surface inside square C1 

after it was opened by tractor. 
Some mixed pottery sherds 

302 C1 Surface 10.59   C2 

3003; 3003 BIS; 

3004; 3005; 3008 

Cleaning topsoil outside square 

C2. Gray brown lose soil mixed 
with pottery sherds, metal, glass 

and bones 

303 C1 Recent  10.79 10.73 C1 

3015; 3016; 3017; 

3018; 3019; 3020; 

3039; 3041; 3042; 
3043; 3046; 3056; 

3057; 3060; 3067 

Cleaning of sections on the  

northern, southern and western 
sides of square C1. Park 

infrastructure pipes are seen in the 

eastern section. Gray brown 
material mixed with pottery and 

animal bones. Dark compact fill 

near the northwestern corner. A 
layer of sticky brown material 

with pieces of charcoal in the 

southern bulk. This layer cuts a 
plastered floor which stopped 1m 

after the northwestern corner.  

304 C1 Surface 10.3   C4 3021; 3022; 3023 
Cleaning topsoil outside Square 
C4 

305 C1 Surface 11.04 10.61 C2 

3024; 3025; 

3025BIS; 3029; 

3034; 3047; 3048; 

3048BIS; 

3048TER; 3049; 
3050; 3051; 3065 

Southern and eastern parts of 

square C2 dug by the tractor. This 

part is higher than the northern 
part of the square  

306 C1 Recent  10.73 9.71 C2 
3026; 3027; 3028; 
3045; 3055; 3066 

Cleaning the northern part of the 

square in which a probe was made 
by a tractor 

307 C1 Recent  9.89 9.22 C4 

3030; 3031; 3032; 

3033; 3052; 3053; 
3058; 3059; 3064 

Southern part of square C4 dug by 

the tractor. This part is higher than 
the northern part of the square  

308 C1   9.22 8.15 C4 

3035; 3036; 3037; 

3038; 3061; 3062; 
3063 

Continuation of excavating the 
southern part of the square. 

309 

Cancelle

d Cancelled     

Canc

elled Cancelled Cancelled 

310 C1 

Post 

Ottoman-

Pre 1948     C1   

A layer above the floor of a house 
belonging to the Arab village ez-

Zib (seen only in the western 

section). A dark compact surface 

310a C1 

Post 

Ottoman-
Pre 1948     C1   

A plastered floor of a house 

belonging to the Arab village ez-

Zib. White line seen in the western 
and southern sections  

311 C1 

Post 

Ottoman-
Pre 1948     C1   

Fill of pebbles laid as a foundation 
below the plastered floor 

313 C1 

Post 

Ottoman-
Pre 1948     C1   Earthen fill below pebbles 

315     10.72 10.18 C1 

3068; 3069; 3070; 

3071; 3082; 3085; 

3096; 3097; 3105; 
3139; 3156; 3162; 

3176; 3178; 3189; 

3199; 3200; 3201; 

3209; 3215; 3216; 

3224; 3227; 3231; 
3232; 3241; 3284 The area to the west of W314 
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316         C2 3131; 3134; 3135   

317 C1 

Post 

Ottoman-

Pre 1948     C2   Fill above L317a 

317a C1 

Post 

Ottoman-
Pre 1948     C2   

A plastered floor of a house 

belonging to the Arab village ez-

Zib. White line seen in the western 
and southern sections  

318 C1 

Post 

Ottoman-

Pre 1948     C2   

Fill below plastered surface of 

L317a 

319a C1 

Post 

Ottoman-
Pre 1948     C2   

A plastered cement floor of a 

house belonging to the Arab 

village ez-Zib. A plaster patch at 
the center of the square 

320     9.71   C2 

3075; 3146; 3151; 

3160 

Layer of earth below topsoil in the 

lower part of the square; this layer 

goes down until a layer of many 

sherds seen also in the northern 

and western sections 

320a         C2 

3076; 3077; 3087; 

3094; 3095; 3098; 

3099; 3118; 3169; 
3180 

Numerous sherds lying flat atop a 

surface. This layer is only 

observed in the northern and 
western sections.  

321         C2 

3104; 3106; 3110; 

3168; 3171; 3182; 
3203; 3219; 3261; 

3265; 3319; 3332 A layer below floor 320a 

322       9.01 C2 

3329; 3337; 3356; 

3365; 3366; 3369; 

3370 

A surface characterized by two to 
three large white stones or patches 

of plaster lying flat at the bottom 

of the lower part of square C2. 

323     10.24 9.78 C2 

3072; 3072 BIS; 

3073; 3074; 3086; 

3089; 3093; 3101; 

3109; 3115; 3144; 
3145; 3148; 3149; 

3154; 3158; 3159; 

3205; 3210; 3211; 
3260; 3264; 3274; 

3282; 3286; 3289; 
3294; 3295; 3296; 

3317; 3338; 3339 

A paved surface made of medium 
stones with ceramic sherds atop. 

The layer is 20 cm thick.  

324 C1 

Post 

Ottoman-
Pre 1948     C4   

Large stones at the bottom of the 

northern part of square C4. The 
stones are arranged in one line 

327 C1 

Post 

Ottoman-
Pre 1948     C4   

Gray brown layer than can be seen 
in the section 

328 C1 

Post 

Ottoman-
Pre 1948     C4   

A layer above the floor of pre 
1948 house  

328a C1 

Post 

Ottoman-
Pre 1948 9.4 9.4 C4   

Cement floor of a pre 1948 house 
(1 x 2.6 m) above a built basement 

329 Post C1 Recent      C4   

A trench in a north-south axis (0.6 

x 0.75 m) containing two modern 
pipes (park infrastructure) that 

intrude the ancient levels and cut 

W325. The trench is visible in the 
northern and the southern sections 

as well.  

330 Post C1 Recent  9.15 9.03 C4 3163; 3185 

A trench (0.6 x 0.8 m) made of 

two-three pipes smaller than those 
of L329. The pipes intrude ancient 

levels. The trench is visible in the 
northern and the southern sections 

as well.  

331     9.31 9.1 C4 3155; 3194; 3195 

Fill below topsoil disturbed by the 

two trenches of L329 and L330 

332         C4 3349 

A layer visible in the southern and 

western sections consisted of 

medium to big round stones - most 
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likely a fill of a large pit in U 

shape occupying the area between 
the pre 1948 house and the 

northern section 

333         C4 

3090; 3091; 3112; 
3113; 3133; 3138; 

3164; 3183; 3197; 

3198; 3222; 3255; 
3270 

A layer surrounded and cut by the 

pit of L332. It continues to the 
southern and western sections  

334         C4   

Yellowish layer at the bottom of 

the northern section 

335         C4   

Fill between the southern and the 
northern section. A line of 

relatively large stones (ashlars?) 

336 Post C1 Recent     C1   

A trench (0.5 x 0.8 m) made for 
large plastic pipes, part of the park 

infrastructure and similar to the 

trench of L329 in square C4.  

337 Post C1 Recent     C2   

A trench (0.6 x 0.8 m) made for 

large plastic pipes, part of the park 

infrastructure and similar to the 
trench of L329 in square C4 and 

L336 in square C1.  

338     10.63   C1   

Head of an architectural feature 
(1.01 x 0.71 m) in a north-west 

axis containing pottery sherds 

below L315 

339         C4   

Gray-brownish layer seen in the 

eastern section and composed of 

ashy or sandy material mixed with 
pottery 

340     10.64   C1   

Dismentalling the southern part of 

W314. A stone feature (1.06 x 

2.44 m) aligned in a north-south 

axis, associated with W312 

341     10.67 8.8 C4 

3152; 3166; 3188; 

3196; 3311; 3312; 
3323; 3333; 3376 

Small space between the floor of 

L328a and the trench of L330 for 
the pipes. This layer is cut from 

the east by the trench (L331) and 

from the west by the construction 
of the subterranean structure 

below the pre 1948 house. Iron 

Age II and Roman ceramic 
material, animal bones and shells 

342     10.43 10.14 C1 

3161; 3179; 3190; 
3193; 3206; 3207; 

3299 

Excavation in the eastern and 

western parts of the square after 
they were united. Same layer as 

L315 

343     10.24 9.79 C2 

3153; 3157; 3172; 
3186; 3191; 3202; 

3238; 3246; 3247; 

3256 

Excavating space between big 
stones in the southeastern corner 

of the square. Same as L323 and 

L344 

344     10.05 9.64 C2 3220; 3239; 3248 

Space between big stones located 

in the southwestern corner of the 

square. Close to W316 where 
much pottery sherds are laid. 

Same as L323 and L343 

345     10.64 10.14 C1   
A 1 x 1.5 m area to south of 
W314. Same material as L340? 

346       10.14 C1   

Small space between L345 and 

L340, perhaps part of a structure. 

Soil was sampled and sifted 

347     9.1 8.78 C4 

3150; 3167; 3175; 

3184; 3204; 3212; 

3221; 3223; 3228; 
3229; 3230; 3233; 

3234; 3240; 3242; 

3243; 3244; 3245; 

3267 (north); 

3269 (south); 

3280 (north); 
3283 (south); 

3290 (north); 

Soft soil containing many pottery 

sherds 
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3268; 3277; 3278; 

3285; 3287; 3291; 
3292 

349 C3 

Late 

Roman     C2 

3170; 3173; 3174; 

3181; 3187; 3192; 
3218; 3235; 3236; 

3273; 3318 Roman pottery  

350 C2 Ottoman     C4 3177; 3225; 3226 

Subterranean stone structure 

below the pre 1948 house that 
occupies the southeastern corner 

of the square 

351 C3 

Late 

Roman 10.6 10.35 C1 
 

A stone feature, 0.6 m long, in an 
east-west axis that occupies the 

southwestern part of the square. 

Material from its eastern part 

352 C3 

Late 

Roman 10.51 10.35 C1   

The western part of the structure 

(0.48 x 0.48 m) in the 

southwestern side square (L351). 
Two levels of this north-south axis 

stone feature: the lower is well 

built, the upper is less accurate 

353 C1 

Post 
Ottoman-

Pre 1948 10.15 10.07 C1 

3213; 3214; 3217; 

3266 

White line around the round 

installation (hearth?) in the 

southwestern part of the square. 
This circular shaped feature (1.14 

x 1.45 m) is covered by plaster 

atop earth and some stones. The 
line is forming a regular oval 

(nearly circular) shape which is 

surrounded in its southern part 
feature of L351 and L352 that 

protected the fire in this side. 

Some ashy and black materials 
that were found there support this 

hypothesis 

354 C1 

Post 

Ottoman-
Pre 1948 10.13 9.91 C1 

3208; 3249; 3250; 
3251; 3252; 3253; 

3254; 3257; 3258; 

3259; 3262; 3271; 
3275; 3279; 3321; 

3327; 3328; 3342; 

3343; 3344; 3346; 
3347; 3367; 3368; 

3371; 3372; 3374; 

3378; 3379; 3380; 
3381 

Material from the upper part 

inside the installation of L353 

(hearth?). Its southern part is ashy 
and burnt. Small sherds and small 

bones attest that it was secondary 

used as a pit after the Roman 
period 

355 C4 IAIIa 9.01   C4   

Plaster line below L347 observed 

in the eastern section of the square 

356     10.18 9.31 C1 

3263; 3272; 3276; 

3281; 3288; 3293; 

3300; 3302; 3306; 

3320; 3322; 3331; 

3336; 3345; 3357 

Material below L315 and level of 

stones. Makeup same as previous 

357 C4 IAIIa 9.01 8.92 C4 

3297 BIS; 3298; 
3298 BIS; 3301; 

3303; 3304; 3305; 

3307; 3308; 3309; 
3310; 3313; 3314; 

3315; 3316; 3326; 

3330; 3334; 3335; 
3341; 3348; 3350; 

3351 

 Soft dark mudbrick brown 
material that occupies the entire 

eastern part of the square below 

L347. Much IAIIa pottery 
including complete vessels: an 

IAIIa chalice 

358 Bulk Bulk Bulk Bulk C4 3324; 3325; 3359 Clearing the eastern section 

359 C4 IAIIa 9.03 8.85 C4 3340; 3375 

Material below L330 in the 

eastern part of the square 

360 C4 IAIIa 8.92 8.85 C4 

3352; 3353; 3354; 

3355; 3373; 3377 

A line of plaster and much IAIIa 
pottery in the northeastern part of 

the square (same as L355?) 

361 Bulk Bulk Bulk Bulk C4 3358 Clearing the northern section 

362 Bulk Bulk Bulk Bulk C4 3360; 3363 Clearing the western section 
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363 Bulk Bulk Bulk Bulk C4 3361; 3364 Clearing the southwestern corner 

364 Bulk Bulk Bulk Bulk C4 3362 Clearing the southeastern corner 

 

 

 


